
slave revolution in the caribbean pdf
slave revolution in the caribbean pdf is a crucial topic for understanding one of the most
significant upheavals in the history of the Americas. The Caribbean slave revolts marked a turning
point in the struggle against colonial oppression and slavery, influencing not only the region but also
the global discourse on freedom and human rights. This article delves into the complexities of the
slave revolution in the Caribbean, offering a detailed exploration of key uprisings, their causes, and
their lasting impact. For researchers, students, and history enthusiasts, accessing comprehensive
resources such as a slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf can provide valuable insights and primary
source materials. This article further outlines the historical context, major revolts, key figures, and
the socio-political consequences of these revolutions. The following sections will guide readers
through a systematic examination of the topic.

Historical Background of Slavery in the Caribbean

Major Slave Revolutions in the Caribbean

Key Figures in the Caribbean Slave Revolutions

Causes and Catalysts of the Slave Revolutions

Impact and Legacy of the Caribbean Slave Revolutions

Availability and Importance of Slave Revolution in the Caribbean PDF Resources

Historical Background of Slavery in the Caribbean
The history of slavery in the Caribbean is integral to understanding the slave revolution in the
Caribbean pdf materials. From the early 16th century, European colonial powers established
plantations that relied heavily on enslaved Africans to cultivate sugar, coffee, and other cash crops.
The brutal conditions and dehumanizing treatment on these plantations sowed seeds of resistance
among the enslaved populations. Over centuries, the Caribbean became a center of the transatlantic
slave trade, with millions of Africans forcibly transported to work under harsh regimes. The social
and economic structures of Caribbean colonies were deeply intertwined with slavery, creating a
volatile environment ripe for rebellion.

Colonial Powers and Their Influence
The major colonial powers in the Caribbean included the British, French, Spanish, and Dutch, each
imposing distinct administrative and economic systems. These differences affected the nature and
frequency of slave revolts, as colonial policies shaped the lives and resistance strategies of enslaved
populations. For example, French colonies like Saint-Domingue (modern-day Haiti) experienced
some of the most intense and successful slave revolutions due to the unique social dynamics and
plantation economies in place.



Economic Foundations of Slavery
The Caribbean’s plantation economy was driven primarily by sugar production, a highly labor-
intensive crop. Enslaved Africans were viewed as essential laborers to sustain this economy. The
harsh working conditions, coupled with systemic violence and lack of rights, led to frequent acts of
defiance and organized revolts. Understanding these economic foundations is critical to
comprehending the motivations behind the slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf documents.

Major Slave Revolutions in the Caribbean
The Caribbean witnessed several major slave revolutions that played crucial roles in reshaping its
history. These revolts varied in scale and success but collectively contributed to the eventual
abolition of slavery in the region. Key revolts often documented in slave revolution in the Caribbean
pdf archives include the Haitian Revolution, the Baptist War in Jamaica, and various other lesser-
known uprisings.

The Haitian Revolution (1791–1804)
The Haitian Revolution stands as the most significant and successful slave revolt in Caribbean
history. Beginning in 1791, enslaved Africans in the French colony of Saint-Domingue rose against
their colonial masters, inspired by the ideals of the French Revolution and fueled by the desire for
freedom and equality. This revolution led to the establishment of Haiti as the first independent Black
republic and the first nation to abolish slavery entirely. The Haitian Revolution is extensively
covered in numerous slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf collections due to its profound historical
impact.

The Baptist War (1831–1832) in Jamaica
Also known as the Christmas Rebellion, the Baptist War was a large-scale slave uprising in the
British colony of Jamaica. Led by Baptist preacher Samuel Sharpe, this revolt was a pivotal event
that accelerated the emancipation process in the British Caribbean. The rebellion underscored the
growing unrest among enslaved populations and their desire for freedom, which is documented in
various historical texts available in slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf format.

Other Notable Revolts

The Berbice Slave Uprising (1763) in Dutch Guiana

The Demerara Rebellion (1823) in British Guiana

The Cuban Slave Revolts, including the 1843 La Escalera conspiracy

These revolts, while sometimes less known than the Haitian Revolution, played essential roles in
shaping resistance movements and are valuable subjects within slave revolution in the Caribbean



pdf archives.

Key Figures in the Caribbean Slave Revolutions
Central to understanding the slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf resources are the leaders and
influencers of these uprisings. These individuals symbolize the struggle and courage of enslaved
people who fought for liberty and justice.

Toussaint Louverture
Toussaint Louverture was the preeminent leader of the Haitian Revolution. His military and political
acumen transformed the revolt into a successful movement that challenged colonial powers and
slavery itself. Louverture’s leadership is a focal point in many scholarly works and slave revolution in
the Caribbean pdf materials.

Samuel Sharpe
Samuel Sharpe was a Baptist deacon and leader of the Jamaican Baptist War. His advocacy for
nonviolent resistance turned into a large-scale rebellion when the British authorities failed to
address the demands for emancipation. Sharpe’s role demonstrates the complex interplay between
religion, leadership, and resistance in the Caribbean slave revolutions.

Other Influential Leaders

Jean-Jacques Dessalines – First ruler of independent Haiti

Queen Nanny of the Maroons – Leader of the Jamaican Maroons

Denis Davila – Leader in the Berbice revolt

These figures are often highlighted in detailed analyses found in slave revolution in the Caribbean
pdf formats, providing a comprehensive view of leadership during these pivotal events.

Causes and Catalysts of the Slave Revolutions
The slave revolutions in the Caribbean did not arise spontaneously. Instead, they were the result of a
combination of social, economic, and political factors that created an environment ripe for rebellion.
Understanding these causes is essential for readers consulting any slave revolution in the Caribbean
pdf for research or educational purposes.



Brutal Working and Living Conditions
Enslaved Africans were subjected to grueling labor, physical abuse, and severe restrictions on their
freedom. The inhumane plantation system fostered deep resentment and resistance, pushing
enslaved people toward organized revolt as a means of survival and liberation.

Influence of Enlightenment and Revolutionary Ideals
The late 18th and early 19th centuries were periods of ideological upheaval, with notions of liberty,
equality, and human rights spreading globally. The American, French, and Haitian revolutions
inspired enslaved populations in the Caribbean to challenge their bondage and colonial rule.

Religious and Cultural Factors
Religious leaders like Samuel Sharpe used Christian teachings to motivate enslaved people toward
freedom. Additionally, African cultural traditions and communal bonds helped maintain resistance
networks and fostered solidarity.

Economic Pressures and Colonial Policies
Economic downturns, changing colonial policies, and international pressure for abolition also acted
as catalysts. Colonies facing economic hardships often tightened control, inadvertently intensifying
unrest among enslaved populations.

Impact and Legacy of the Caribbean Slave Revolutions
The ramifications of the Caribbean slave revolutions were profound and far-reaching. These
uprisings not only ended slavery in many parts of the Caribbean but also inspired global movements
for abolition and civil rights. The legacy of these revolutions continues to be explored through
various slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf documents and academic studies.

Abolition of Slavery
Many slave revolts directly contributed to the abolition of slavery in Caribbean colonies. The Haitian
Revolution resulted in the immediate end of slavery in Haiti, while uprisings like the Baptist War
hastened emancipation throughout the British Caribbean by demonstrating the untenable nature of
the slave system.

Political and Social Change
The revolutions led to the establishment of new political entities and social orders. Haiti emerged as
a symbol of Black sovereignty and resistance, challenging racial hierarchies and colonial dominance
globally. The revolts also influenced reforms in other colonies, leading to gradual social changes.



Cultural and Historical Significance
The memory and study of these revolutions continue to shape Caribbean identity and global
historical narratives. They are commemorated in literature, education, and political discourse, with
many slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf resources serving as essential references for these
ongoing dialogues.

Availability and Importance of Slave Revolution in the
Caribbean PDF Resources
For scholars, educators, and students, accessing detailed and reliable information about the slave
revolution in the Caribbean is crucial. PDF documents dedicated to this topic provide curated
collections of historical records, scholarly articles, primary sources, and interpretative analyses.
These resources facilitate a deeper understanding of the revolutions’ complexities and encourage
further research.

Types of Available PDFs

Academic papers and theses on Caribbean slave revolts

Historical archives and original documents from the colonial period

Biographies of key revolutionary figures

Anthologies of eyewitness accounts and oral histories

Comprehensive overviews and educational materials

How PDFs Enhance Research and Education
PDFs allow for easy access, distribution, and preservation of critical information. They support
detailed study through searchable text, high-quality images of historical documents, and structured
formatting. Utilizing slave revolution in the Caribbean pdf resources ensures that information is
preserved in a consistent and authoritative format, promoting scholarly rigor and accessibility.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the slave revolution in the
Caribbean?
The slave revolution in the Caribbean, particularly the Haitian Revolution, was significant as it was



the first successful slave revolt that led to the establishment of an independent nation, challenging
colonialism and slavery worldwide.

Where can I find a comprehensive PDF about the slave
revolution in the Caribbean?
Comprehensive PDFs about the slave revolution in the Caribbean can often be found on academic
websites, university repositories, or platforms like Google Scholar. Searching for terms like 'slave
revolution in the Caribbean PDF' or 'Haitian Revolution PDF' can yield useful results.

What were the main causes of the slave revolution in the
Caribbean?
The main causes included brutal plantation slavery conditions, the influence of Enlightenment ideas,
the American and French Revolutions, and the desire for freedom and equality among enslaved
Africans.

How did the slave revolution impact Caribbean society?
The slave revolution led to the abolition of slavery in some territories, the end of colonial rule in
others, and inspired future movements for civil rights and independence across the Caribbean and
beyond.

Who were key figures in the Caribbean slave revolutions?
Key figures include Toussaint Louverture, Jean-Jacques Dessalines, and Henri Christophe, who were
leaders in the Haitian Revolution and instrumental in its success.

What role did the Haitian Revolution play in the broader
Caribbean slave revolutions?
The Haitian Revolution was the most successful and influential, serving as a model and inspiration
for other revolts and abolitionist movements throughout the Caribbean and the Americas.

Are there academic papers available in PDF format that detail
the slave revolution in the Caribbean?
Yes, many academic papers and books in PDF format detail the slave revolution in the Caribbean,
accessible through university libraries, JSTOR, Google Scholar, and other research databases.

How did European powers respond to the slave revolution in
the Caribbean?
European powers initially attempted to suppress the revolts through military force but eventually
faced challenges that led to the abolition of slavery and loss of colonial territories like Saint-
Domingue (Haiti).



What are the key themes explored in PDFs about the slave
revolution in the Caribbean?
Key themes often include the struggle for freedom, resistance to oppression, the impact of
revolutionary ideas, racial and social dynamics, and the political and economic consequences of the
revolutions.

Additional Resources
1. Slave Rebellions in the Caribbean: A Historical Overview
This book provides a comprehensive analysis of slave uprisings across the Caribbean islands from
the 17th to the 19th centuries. It explores the causes, events, and consequences of these revolts,
highlighting the role of key figures and the impact on colonial societies. The author uses primary
sources to offer detailed accounts of the resistance movements that shaped Caribbean history.

2. The Haitian Revolution and Its Impact on the Caribbean
Focusing on the Haitian Revolution, this book examines the most successful slave revolt in the
Caribbean and the Western Hemisphere. It discusses the socio-political conditions that led to the
revolution and its effects on neighboring colonies and global slavery systems. The narrative also
covers the rise of Toussaint Louverture and the establishment of Haiti as the first black republic.

3. Caribbean Slave Resistance: Strategies and Legacies
This volume delves into various forms of resistance employed by enslaved people in the Caribbean,
from covert sabotage to open rebellion. It highlights lesser-known revolts alongside major uprisings,
providing insight into the everyday defiance that undermined plantation economies. The book also
examines how these acts of resistance influenced abolitionist movements.

4. Maroon Societies and Slave Revolts in the Caribbean
Exploring the role of Maroon communities, this book discusses how escaped slaves formed
independent settlements that became centers of resistance. It covers the formation, survival
strategies, and military confrontations involving Maroons and colonial powers. The text underscores
the importance of Maroon societies in sustaining prolonged resistance against enslavement.

5. Freedom Fighters: Leaders of Caribbean Slave Revolts
This biographical collection profiles key leaders of slave revolts throughout the Caribbean, including
figures like Dutty Boukman, Nanny of the Maroons, and Joseph Cinqué. It examines their
backgrounds, leadership styles, and contributions to the fight for freedom. The book contextualizes
their legacies in the broader struggle against colonial oppression.

6. The Economics of Slave Revolts in the Caribbean
Analyzing the economic dimensions of slave uprisings, this work investigates how plantation
economies were disrupted by revolts. It explores the financial motivations behind rebellion and the
economic repercussions for colonial powers. The book also assesses how economic pressures
influenced policies on slavery and emancipation.

7. Revolutionary Waves: The Spread of Slave Revolts Across the Caribbean
This book traces the diffusion of revolutionary ideas and actions among Caribbean slave populations,
showing how uprisings in one area inspired others. It highlights communication networks, shared
cultural elements, and the influence of global revolutionary movements. The study provides a



regional perspective on interconnected resistance.

8. Women and Slave Revolts in the Caribbean
Highlighting the often overlooked role of women, this book examines their participation and
leadership in slave revolts. It explores how enslaved women contributed as strategists, combatants,
and organizers within resistance movements. The text challenges traditional narratives by
foregrounding gendered experiences of rebellion.

9. Slave Revolts and Colonial Responses in the Caribbean
This book investigates how colonial governments reacted to slave uprisings, including military
suppression, legal reforms, and propaganda. It analyzes the effectiveness of these responses and
their unintended consequences, such as increased solidarity among enslaved populations. The work
provides insight into the dynamics of power and resistance during the era of slavery.
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Slave Revolution in the Caribbean: A Comprehensive
Guide

Imagine a world where the oppressed rise up, shattering the chains of slavery and forever altering
the course of history. This wasn't just fiction; it was the brutal and inspiring reality of the Caribbean
slave revolts. Understanding these pivotal events is crucial, yet accessing accurate and
comprehensive information can be frustratingly difficult. Are you struggling to find a single, reliable
source that explores the complexities of these uprisings? Do you feel overwhelmed by conflicting
narratives and biased accounts? Are you searching for a deeper understanding that goes beyond
simple timelines and focuses on the lived experiences of those who fought for freedom? If so, this
ebook is your answer.

Author: Dr. Anya Petrova (Fictional Author for this example – replace with your name or a suitable
pen name)

Contents:

Introduction: Setting the Stage – The Transatlantic Slave Trade and its impact on the Caribbean.
Chapter 1: The Seeds of Rebellion – Analyzing the social, economic, and political factors that fueled
the desire for freedom.
Chapter 2: Key Revolts – Detailed case studies of significant slave uprisings, including Haiti's
revolution, and lesser-known rebellions. This will include analysis of key figures, strategies, and
outcomes.
Chapter 3: Resistance Beyond Rebellion – Exploring forms of resistance beyond organized revolts,
such as maroon communities and cultural preservation.
Chapter 4: The Aftermath and Legacy – Examining the long-term consequences of the revolts on
Caribbean societies, politics, and the global abolitionist movement.

https://www.registers.wiki/wwu16/slave-revolution-in-the-caribbean-pdf.pdf


Conclusion: A lasting impact and continued relevance for understanding contemporary struggles for
freedom and equality.

---

# Slave Revolution in the Caribbean: A Comprehensive Guide

Introduction: Setting the Stage – The Transatlantic
Slave Trade and its Impact on the Caribbean

The transatlantic slave trade stands as a horrific stain on human history, forcibly transporting
millions of Africans to the Americas over centuries. The Caribbean, with its lucrative sugar
plantations, became a central hub in this brutal system. The sheer scale of human suffering inflicted
upon enslaved Africans is almost unimaginable. Families were ripped apart, cultures destroyed, and
individuals subjected to unimaginable cruelty and exploitation. This chapter sets the historical
context by exploring the economic forces driving the slave trade, the devastating impact on African
societies, the brutal realities of life on Caribbean plantations, and the systemic oppression that
fostered an environment ripe for rebellion. Understanding this foundational context is crucial to
grasping the motivations and magnitude of the subsequent slave revolts. We will examine the
different types of plantations, the roles of various colonial powers (e.g., British, French, Spanish,
Dutch), and the varied experiences of enslaved people based on their ethnic origins and plantation
locations. Furthermore, we will analyze the early forms of resistance that emerged, even in the face
of overwhelming oppression, laying the groundwork for future organized revolts.

Chapter 1: The Seeds of Rebellion – Analyzing the
Social, Economic, and Political Factors that Fueled the
Desire for Freedom

The desire for freedom wasn't born overnight. It was the culmination of years, even generations, of
brutal oppression, witnessing systematic injustice, and a deep-seated yearning for autonomy. This
chapter dissects the complex interplay of social, economic, and political factors that fueled the
flames of rebellion. We'll examine the brutal conditions of enslavement—the grueling work, the lack
of basic human rights, the constant threat of violence, and the psychological trauma inflicted upon
generations. The economic disparities between the wealthy plantation owners and the enslaved
population created a stark contrast that fueled resentment. Furthermore, the chapter explores the
role of religion (both as a tool of oppression and as a source of hope and resistance), the
development of unique Creole cultures amongst enslaved people, and the emergence of leadership
figures who galvanized communities towards collective action. We will also look at the ways in which



enslaved people maintained their cultural identities despite efforts to suppress them, often using
these very identities as a basis for organizing resistance. Finally, we’ll analyze the impact of external
factors, such as revolutionary ideas from Europe and the ongoing conflicts among colonial powers,
on fueling the desire for freedom.

Chapter 2: Key Revolts – Detailed Case Studies of
Significant Slave Uprisings

This chapter provides in-depth case studies of pivotal slave uprisings in the Caribbean. We'll begin
with the most well-known: the Haitian Revolution. This pivotal event, led by figures like Toussaint
Louverture, significantly altered the geopolitical landscape and inspired similar struggles for
freedom throughout the Americas. The analysis of the Haitian Revolution will encompass its causes,
key battles, the role of external forces, and its ultimate success in establishing the first independent
Black republic. However, we will go beyond Haiti. This chapter will also examine other significant
revolts, including, but not limited to, the various maroon societies that were established in Jamaica,
Cuba, and other islands, the rebellions in Barbados, and the less-documented but equally important
uprisings that often occurred on smaller islands. Each case study will delve into the specific
historical context, leadership, tactics employed by both the rebels and the colonial authorities, and
the lasting impact of each uprising on the Caribbean's socio-political landscape. We will analyze the
strengths and weaknesses of rebel strategies, the role of internal divisions within rebel groups, and
the ways in which colonial powers responded to these challenges.

Chapter 3: Resistance Beyond Rebellion – Exploring
Forms of Resistance Beyond Organized Revolts

Resistance to slavery wasn't solely confined to large-scale, organized revolts. This chapter explores
the diverse and often subtle forms of resistance employed by enslaved people in their daily lives. We
will investigate the establishment and functioning of maroon communities—escaped slaves who
created independent settlements in the remote areas of the islands. We will examine their social
structures, economic activities, and strategies for survival and defense against colonial forces. This
section also explores the forms of cultural resistance, including the preservation of African
traditions, the creation of syncretic religious practices, and the use of music, dance, and storytelling
as forms of rebellion. We will analyze the subtle acts of defiance, such as work slowdowns, sabotage,
and the use of coded communication, which, while not always resulting in immediate liberation,
eroded the power of the enslavers and maintained a sense of agency amongst the enslaved. Further,
we will explore the ways in which enslaved people used the very systems designed to control them,
such as legal avenues and interactions with colonial authorities, to undermine their position.



Chapter 4: The Aftermath and Legacy – Examining the
Long-Term Consequences of the Revolts

The impact of the Caribbean slave revolts extended far beyond the immediate outcomes of specific
uprisings. This concluding chapter examines the long-term consequences of these struggles for
freedom. We will discuss the influence of these revolts on the global abolitionist movement,
highlighting the ways in which successful and even unsuccessful rebellions generated momentum
and provided inspiration to anti-slavery activists worldwide. Furthermore, we will analyze the lasting
social, economic, and political impacts of these revolts on Caribbean societies. This includes the
lingering effects of slavery on race relations, economic inequality, and political instability. We will
also explore the cultural legacies of these revolts, examining how they shaped national identities,
artistic expressions, and the ongoing struggle for social justice in the Caribbean and beyond. Finally,
the chapter will discuss the continued relevance of these historical events in understanding
contemporary struggles for freedom and equality. The legacies of slavery and the fight against it
continue to shape modern society and understanding this history is critical to creating a more just
future.

Conclusion: A Lasting Impact and Continued Relevance

The Caribbean slave revolts represent a crucial turning point in world history. They were not just
isolated events; they were part of a larger global struggle for freedom and equality. Understanding
these events, their complexities, and their lasting impact is essential for comprehending the
historical roots of present-day inequalities and injustices. This ebook has provided a comprehensive
overview, but further exploration is encouraged to delve deeper into specific events and aspects of
this complex historical period.

---

FAQs

1. What were the main causes of slave revolts in the Caribbean? A combination of brutal conditions,
economic inequalities, and the influence of revolutionary ideas from Europe spurred revolts.

2. Who were some of the key leaders of these revolts? Toussaint Louverture in Haiti is a prominent
example, but many other courageous leaders emerged throughout the Caribbean.

3. How successful were the slave revolts? The level of success varied. The Haitian Revolution was
remarkably successful, while others resulted in partial successes or suppression.



4. What were the long-term consequences of these revolts? They influenced the abolitionist
movement globally and continue to shape Caribbean societies today.

5. How did enslaved people resist beyond large-scale revolts? They used various methods, including
maroon communities, cultural preservation, subtle acts of defiance, and sabotage.

6. What role did religion play in slave revolts? Religion served both as a tool of oppression and a
source of hope and community for enslaved people.

7. How did these revolts impact the global abolitionist movement? They provided powerful evidence
of the injustices of slavery and inspired activists worldwide.

8. What are some lesser-known slave revolts in the Caribbean? Many rebellions occurred that didn't
receive the same level of historical attention as Haiti's, underscoring the importance of broader
historical research.

9. Where can I find more information about the Caribbean slave revolts? Numerous books, academic
journals, and online resources offer deeper insights.

---

Related Articles:

1. The Haitian Revolution: A Detailed Timeline: A chronological account of the key events leading to
and including the Haitian Revolution.

2. Toussaint Louverture: Leader of the Haitian Revolution: A biography focusing on the life and
strategies of this pivotal figure.

3. Maroon Societies of Jamaica: Resistance and Resilience: An exploration of the unique societies
established by escaped slaves in Jamaica.

4. The Economics of Slavery in the Caribbean: An analysis of the economic systems that fueled the
transatlantic slave trade.

5. Religious Syncretism in the Caribbean: A Product of Resistance: How enslaved people combined
African and European religious practices to create new belief systems.

6. The Role of Women in Caribbean Slave Revolts: An examination of women's contributions to the
fight for freedom.

7. Post-Emancipation Challenges in the Caribbean: An analysis of the social and economic difficulties
faced after the abolition of slavery.

8. The Legacy of Slavery in Contemporary Caribbean Society: An exploration of the lasting effects of
slavery on race relations and social structures.



9. Comparing Slave Revolts in Different Caribbean Islands: A comparative study of the unique
characteristics of various uprisings across the Caribbean archipelago.

  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Slave Revolution in the Caribbean, 1789-1804 Laurent
Dubois, John D. Garrigus, 2016-09-02 This volume details the first slave rebellion to have a
successful outcome, leading to the establishment of Haiti as a free black republic and paving the
way for the emancipation of slaves in the rest of the French Empire and the world. Incited by the
French Revolution, the enslaved inhabitants of the French Caribbean began a series of revolts, and
in 1791 plantation workers in Haiti, then known as Saint-Domingue, overwhelmed their planter
owners and began to take control of the island. They achieved emancipation in 1794, and after
successfully opposing Napoleonic forces eight years later, emerged as part of an independent nation
in 1804. A broad selection of documents, all newly translated by the authors, is contextualized by a
thorough introduction considering the very latest scholarship. Laurent Dubois and John D. Garrigus
clarify for students the complex political, economic, and racial issues surrounding the revolution and
its reverberations worldwide. Useful pedagogical tools include maps, illustrations, a chronology, and
a selected bibliography.--Publisher description.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Jamaica in the Age of Revolution Trevor Burnard,
2020-04-03 A renowned historian offers novel perspectives on slavery and abolition in
eighteenth-century Jamaica Between the start of the Seven Years' War in 1756 and the onset of the
French Revolution in 1789, Jamaica was the richest and most important colony in British America.
White Jamaican slaveowners presided over a highly productive economic system, a precursor to the
modern factory in its management of labor, its harvesting of resources, and its scale of capital
investment and ouput. Planters, supported by a dynamic merchant class in Kingston, created a
plantation system in which short-term profit maximization was the main aim. Their slave system
worked because the planters who ran it were extremely powerful. In Jamaica in the Age of
Revolution, Trevor Burnard analyzes the men and women who gained so much from the labor of
enslaved people in Jamaica to expose the ways in which power was wielded in a period when the
powerful were unconstrained by custom, law, or, for the most part, public approbation or
disapproval. Burnard finds that the unremitting war by the powerful against the poor and powerless,
evident in the day-to-day struggles slaves had with masters, is a crucial context for grasping what
enslaved people had to endure. Examining such events as Tacky's Rebellion of 1760 (the largest
slave revolt in the Caribbean before the Haitian Revolution), the Somerset decision of 1772, and the
murder case of the Zong in 1783 in an Atlantic context, Burnard reveals Jamiaca to be a brutally
effective and exploitative society that was highly adaptable to new economic and political
circumstances, even when placed under great stress, as during the American Revolution. Jamaica in
the Age of Revolution demonstrates the importance of Jamaican planters and merchants to British
imperial thinking at a time when slavery was unchallenged.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: A Colony of Citizens Laurent Dubois, 2012-12-01 The
idea of universal rights is often understood as the product of Europe, but as Laurent Dubois
demonstrates, it was profoundly shaped by the struggle over slavery and citizenship in the French
Caribbean. Dubois examines this Caribbean revolution by focusing on Guadeloupe, where, in the
early 1790s, insurgents on the island fought for equality and freedom and formed alliances with
besieged Republicans. In 1794, slavery was abolished throughout the French Empire, ushering in a
new colonial order in which all people, regardless of race, were entitled to the same rights. But
French administrators on the island combined emancipation with new forms of coercion and racial
exclusion, even as newly freed slaves struggled for a fuller freedom. In 1802, the experiment in
emancipation was reversed and slavery was brutally reestablished, though rebels in Saint-Domingue
avoided the same fate by defeating the French and creating an independent Haiti. The political
culture of republicanism, Dubois argues, was transformed through this transcultural and
transatlantic struggle for liberty and citizenship. The slaves-turned-citizens of the French Caribbean



expanded the political possibilities of the Enlightenment by giving new and radical content to the
idea of universal rights.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Cambridge World History of Slavery: Volume 3,
AD 1420-AD 1804 David Eltis, Stanley L. Engerman, Keith R. Bradley, Paul Cartledge, Seymour
Drescher, 2011-07-25 The various manifestations of coerced labour between the opening up of the
Atlantic world and the formal creation of Haiti.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The 1812 Aponte Rebellion in Cuba and the
Struggle against Atlantic Slavery Matt D. Childs, 2009-01-05 In 1812 a series of revolts known
collectively as the Aponte Rebellion erupted across the island of Cuba, comprising one of the largest
and most important slave insurrections in Caribbean history. Matt Childs provides the first in-depth
analysis of the rebellion, situating it in local, colonial, imperial, and Atlantic World contexts. Childs
explains how slaves and free people of color responded to the nineteenth-century sugar boom in the
Spanish colony by planning a rebellion against racial slavery and plantation agriculture. Striking
alliances among free people of color and slaves, blacks and mulattoes, Africans and Creoles, and
rural and urban populations, rebels were prompted to act by a widespread belief in rumors
promising that emancipation was near. Taking further inspiration from the 1791 Haitian Revolution,
rebels sought to destroy slavery in Cuba and perhaps even end Spanish rule. By comparing his
findings to studies of slave insurrections in Brazil, Haiti, the British Caribbean, and the United
States, Childs places the rebellion within the wider story of Atlantic World revolution and political
change. The book also features a biographical table, constructed by Childs, of the more than 350
people investigated for their involvement in the rebellion, 34 of whom were executed.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Impact of the Haitian Revolution in the Atlantic
World David P. Geggus, 2020-02-14 The effect of Saint Domingue's decolonization on the wider
Atlantic world The slave revolution that two hundred years ago created the state of Haiti alarmed
and excited public opinion on both sides of the Atlantic. Its repercussions ranged from the world
commodity markets to the imagination of poets, from the council chambers of the great powers to
slave quarters in Virginia and Brazil and most points in between. Sharing attention with such
tumultuous events as the French Revolution and the Napoleonic War, Haiti's fifteen-year struggle for
racial equality, slave emancipation, and colonial independence challenged notions about racial
hierarchy that were gaining legitimacy in an Atlantic world dominated by Europeans and the slave
trade. The Impact of the Haitian Revolution in the Atlantic World explores the multifarious
influence—from economic to ideological to psychological—that a revolt on a small Caribbean island
had on the continents surrounding it. Fifteen international scholars, including eminent historians
David Brion Davis, Seymour Drescher, and Robin Blackburn, explicate such diverse ramifications as
the spawning of slave resistance and the stimulation of slavery's expansion, the opening of economic
frontiers, and the formation of black and white diasporas. They show how the Haitian Revolution
embittered contemporary debates about race and abolition and inspired poetry, plays, and novels.
Seeking to disentangle its effects from those of the French Revolution, they demonstrate that its
impact was ambiguous, complex, and contradictory.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Curaçao in the Age of Revolutions, 1795-1800 ,
2011-01-01 From 1795 through 1800, a series of revolts rocked Curaçao, a small but strategically
located Dutch colony just off the South American continent. A combination of internal and external
factors produced these uprisings, in which free and enslaved islanders particiapted with various
objectives. A major slave revolt in August 1795 was the opening salvo for these tumultuous five
years. While this revolt is a well-known episode in Curaçao an history, its wider Caribbean and
Atlantic context is much less known. Also lacking are studies sketching a clear picture of the
turbulent five years that followed. It is in these dark corners that this volume aims to shed light. The
events discussed in this book fall squarely within the Age of Revolutions, the period that began with
the onset of the American Revolution in 1775, was punctuated by the demise of the ancien régime in
France, saw the establishment of a black state in Haiti, and witnessed the collapse of Spanish rule in
mainland America. All of these revolutions seemed to converge by the late eighteenth century in



Curaçao. The seven contributions in this volume provide new insights in the nature of slave
resistance in the Age of Revolutions, the remarkable flows of people and ideas in the late
eighteenth-century Caribbean, and the unique local history of Curaçao.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Capitalism and Slavery Eric Williams, 2014-06-30
Slavery helped finance the Industrial Revolution in England. Plantation owners, shipbuilders, and
merchants connected with the slave trade accumulated vast fortunes that established banks and
heavy industry in Europe and expanded the reach of capitalism worldwide. Eric Williams advanced
these powerful ideas in Capitalism and Slavery, published in 1944. Years ahead of its time, his
profound critique became the foundation for studies of imperialism and economic development.
Binding an economic view of history with strong moral argument, Williams's study of the role of
slavery in financing the Industrial Revolution refuted traditional ideas of economic and moral
progress and firmly established the centrality of the African slave trade in European economic
development. He also showed that mature industrial capitalism in turn helped destroy the slave
system. Establishing the exploitation of commercial capitalism and its link to racial attitudes,
Williams employed a historicist vision that set the tone for future studies. In a new introduction,
Colin Palmer assesses the lasting impact of Williams's groundbreaking work and analyzes the heated
scholarly debates it generated when it first appeared.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Black Jacobins C.L.R. James, 2023-08-22 A
powerful and impassioned historical account of the largest successful revolt by enslaved people in
history: the Haitian Revolution of 1791–1803 “One of the seminal texts about the history of slavery
and abolition.... Provocative and empowering.” —The New York Times Book Review The Black
Jacobins, by Trinidadian historian C. L. R. James, was the first major analysis of the uprising that
began in the wake of the storming of the Bastille in France and became the model for liberation
movements from Africa to Cuba. It is the story of the French colony of San Domingo, a place where
the brutality of plantation owners toward enslaved people was horrifyingly severe. And it is the story
of a charismatic and barely literate enslaved person named Toussaint L’Ouverture, who successfully
led the Black people of San Domingo against successive invasions by overwhelming French, Spanish,
and English forces—and in the process helped form the first independent post-colonial nation in the
Caribbean. With a new introduction (2023) by Professor David Scott.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Haiti's Influence on Antebellum America Alfred N.
Hunt, 2006-08 The Haitian Revolution began in 1791 as a slave revolt on the French colonial island
of Saint Domingue and ended thirteen years later with the founding of an independent black
republic. Waves of French West Indians -- slaves, white colonists, and free blacks -- fled the upheaval
and flooded southern U.S. ports -- most notably New Orleans -- bringing with them everything from
French opera to voodoo. Alfred N. Hunt discusses the ways these immigrants affected southern
agriculture, architecture, language, politics, medicine, religion, and the arts. He also considers how
the events in Haiti influenced the American slavery-emancipation debate and spurred developments
in black militancy and Pan-Africanism in the United States. By effecting the development of racial
ideology in antebellum America, Hunt concludes, the Haitian Revolution was a major contributing
factor to the attitudes that led to the Civil War.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Haitian Revolution Toussaint L'Ouverture,
2019-11-12 Toussaint L’Ouverture was the leader of the Haitian Revolution in the late eighteenth
century, in which slaves rebelled against their masters and established the first black republic. In
this collection of his writings and speeches, former Haitian politician Jean-Bertrand Aristide
demonstrates L’Ouverture’s profound contribution to the struggle for equality.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: British Capitalism and Caribbean Slavery Barbara
Lewis Solow, Stanley L. Engerman, 2004-07-08 The proceedings of a conference on Caribbean
slavery and British capitalism are recorded in this volume. Convened in 1984, the conference
considered the scholarship of Eric Williams & his legacy in this field of historical research.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: African Slavery in Latin America and the
Caribbean Herbert S. Klein, Ben Vinson III, 2007-09-06 This is an original survey of the economic



and social history of slavery of the Afro-American experience in Latin America and the Caribbean.
The focus of the book is on the Portuguese, Spanish, and French-speaking regions of continental
America and the Caribbean. It analyzes the latest research on urban and rural slavery and on the
African and Afro-American experience under these regimes. It approaches these themes both
historically and structurally. The historical section provides a detailed analysis of the evolution of
slavery and forced labor systems in Europe, Africa, and America. The second half of the book looks
at the type of life and culture which the salves experienced in these American regimes. The first part
of the book describes the growth of the plantation and mining economies that absorbed African slave
labor, how that labor was used, and how the changing international economic conditions affected
the local use and distribution of the slave labor force. Particular emphasis is given to the evolution of
the sugar plantation economy, which was the single largest user of African slave labor and which
was established in almost all of the Latin American colonies. Once establishing the economic context
in which slave labor was applied, the book shifts focus to the Africans and Afro-Americans
themselves as they passed through this slave regime. The first part deals with the demographic
history of the slaves, including their experience in the Atlantic slave trade and their expectations of
life in the New World. The next part deals with the attempts of the African and American born slaves
to create a viable and autonomous culture. This includes their adaptation of European languages,
religions, and even kinship systems to their own needs. It also examines systems of cooptation and
accommodation to the slave regime, as well as the type and intensity of slave resistances and
rebellions. A separate chapter is devoted to the important and different role of the free colored
under slavery in the various colonies. The unique importance of the Brazilian free labor class is
stressed, just as is the very unusual mobility experienced by the free colored in the French West
Indies. The final chapter deals with the differing history of total emancipation and how ex-slaves
adjusted to free conditions in the post-abolition periods of their respective societies. The patterns of
post-emancipation integration are studied along with the questions of the relative success of the
ex-slaves in obtaining control over land and escape from the old plantation regimes.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Rise and Fall of the Plantation Complex Philip D.
Curtin, 1998-02-13 Over a period of several centuries, Europeans developed an intricate system of
plantation agriculture overseas that was quite different from the agricultural system used at home.
Though the plantation complex centered on the American tropics, its influence was much wider.
Much more than an economic order for the Americas, the plantation complex had an important place
in world history. These essays concentrate on the intercontinental impact.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: A Turbulent Time David Barry Gaspar, David Patrick
Geggus, 1997-03-22 Stimulating, incisive, insightful, sometimes revisionist, this volume is required
reading for historians of comparative colonialism in an age of revolution. —Choice [An] eminently
original and intellectually exciting book. —William and Mary Quarterly This volume examines several
slave societies in the Greater Caribbean to illustrate the pervasive and multi-layered impact of the
revolutionary age on the region. Built precariously on the exploitation of slave labor, organized
according to the doctrine of racial discrimination, the plantation colonies were particularly
vulnerable to the message of the French Revolution, which proved all the more potent because it
coincided with the emergence of the antislavery movement in the Atlantic world and interacted with
local traditions of resistance among the region's slaves, free coloreds, and white colonists.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Slave No More Aline Helg, 2019-02-07 Commanding a
vast historiography of slavery and emancipation, Aline Helg reveals as never before how significant
numbers of enslaved Africans across the entire Western Hemisphere managed to free themselves
hundreds of years before the formation of white-run abolitionist movements. Her sweeping view of
resistance and struggle covers more than three centuries, from early colonization to the American
and Haitian revolutions, Spanish American independence, and abolition in the British Caribbean.
Helg not only underscores the agency of those who managed to become free people of color before
abolitionism took hold but also assesses in detail the specific strategies they created and utilized.
While recognizing the powerful forces supporting slavery, Helg articulates four primary liberation



strategies: flight and marronage; manumission by legal document; military service, for men, in
exchange for promised emancipation; and revolt—along with a willingness to exploit any weakness
in the domination system. Helg looks at such actions at both individual and community levels and in
the context of national and international political movements. Bringing together the broad currents
of liberal abolitionism with an original analysis of forms of manumission and marronage, Slave No
More deepens our understanding of how enslaved men, women, and even children contributed to the
slow demise of slavery.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Overthrow of Colonial Slavery, 1776-1848 Robin
Blackburn, 2011 One of the finest studies of slavery and abolition.âeEric Foner
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Secret History; or, the Horrors of St. Domingo Leonora
Sansay, 2022-09-04 DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of Secret History; or, the
Horrors of St. Domingo by Leonora Sansay. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a
legacy of humankind. Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new
modern format. The books are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this
work with the acknowledgment and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Counter-Revolution of 1776 Gerald Horne,
2014-04-18 Illuminates how the preservation of slavery was a motivating factor for the Revolutionary
War The successful 1776 revolt against British rule in North America has been hailed almost
universally as a great step forward for humanity. But the Africans then living in the colonies
overwhelmingly sided with the British. In this trailblazing book, Gerald Horne shows that in the
prelude to 1776, the abolition of slavery seemed all but inevitable in London, delighting Africans as
much as it outraged slaveholders, and sparking the colonial revolt. Prior to 1776, anti-slavery
sentiments were deepening throughout Britain and in the Caribbean, rebellious Africans were in
revolt. For European colonists in America, the major threat to their security was a foreign invasion
combined with an insurrection of the enslaved. It was a real and threatening possibility that London
would impose abolition throughout the colonies—a possibility the founding fathers feared would
bring slave rebellions to their shores. To forestall it, they went to war. The so-called Revolutionary
War, Horne writes, was in part a counter-revolution, a conservative movement that the founding
fathers fought in order to preserve their right to enslave others. The Counter-Revolution of 1776
brings us to a radical new understanding of the traditional heroic creation myth of the United States.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Haitian Connections in the Atlantic World Julia
Gaffield, 2015-09-24 On January 1, 1804, Haiti shocked the world by declaring independence.
Historians have long portrayed Haiti's postrevolutionary period as one during which the
international community rejected Haiti's Declaration of Independence and adopted a policy of
isolation designed to contain the impact of the world's only successful slave revolution. Julia Gaffield,
however, anchors a fresh vision of Haiti's first tentative years of independence to its relationships
with other nations and empires and reveals the surprising limits of the country's supposed isolation.
Gaffield frames Haitian independence as both a practical and an intellectual challenge to powerful
ideologies of racial hierarchy and slavery, national sovereignty, and trade practice. Yet that very
independence offered a new arena in which imperial powers competed for advantages with respect
to military strategy, economic expansion, and international law. In dealing with such concerns,
foreign governments, merchants, abolitionists, and others provided openings that were seized by
early Haitian leaders who were eager to negotiate new economic and political relationships.
Although full political acceptance was slow to come, economic recognition was extended by degrees
to Haiti--and this had diplomatic implications. Gaffield's account of Haitian history highlights how
this layered recognition sustained Haitian independence.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Haitian Revolution, the Harlem Renaissance,
and Caribbean Négritude Tammie Jenkins, 2021-08-10 In The Haitian Revolution, the Harlem
Renaissance, and Caribbean Negritude: Overlapping Discourses of Freedom and Identity, Tammie
Jenkins argues that the ideas of freedom and identity cultivated during the Haitian Revolution were
reinvigorated in Harlem Renaissance texts and were instrumental in the development of Caribbean



Negritude. Jenkins analyzes the precipitating events that contributed to the Haitian Revolution and
connects them to Harlem Renaissance publications by Eric D. Walrond and Joel Augustus “J.A.”
Rogers. Jenkins traces these movements to Paris where black American expatriates, Harlem
Renaissance members, and Francophones from Africa and the Caribbean met once a week at Le
Salon Clamart to share their lived experiences with racism, oppression, and disenfranchisement in
their home countries. Using these dialogical exchanges, Jenkins investigates how the Haitian
Revolution and Harlem Renaissance tenets influence the modernization of Caribbean Negritude's
development.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Age of Revolutions in Global Context, c.
1760-1840 David Armitage, Sanjay Subrahmanyam, 2009-12-18 A distinguished international team
of historians examines the dynamics of global and regional change in the late eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. Providing uniquely broad coverage, encompassing North and South America,
the Caribbean, Europe, Africa, the Middle East, South and Southeast Asia, and China, the chapters
shed new light on this pivotal period of world history. Offering fresh perspectives on: - The
American, French, and Haitian Revolutions - The break-up of the Iberian empires - The Napoleonic
Wars The volume also presents ground-breaking treatments of world history from an African
perspective, of South Asia's age of revolutions, and of stability and instability in China. The first truly
global account of the causes and consequences of the transformative 'Age of Revolutions', this
collection presents a strikingly novel and comprehensive view of the revolutionary era as well as rich
examples of global history in practice.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Maroon Nation Johnhenry Gonzalez, 2019-06-25 A new
history of post†‘Revolutionary Haiti, and the society that emerged in the aftermath of the world’s
most successful slave revolution Haiti is widely recognized as the only state born out of a successful
slave revolt, but the country’s early history remains scarcely understood. In this deeply researched
and original volume, Johnhenry Gonzalez weaves a history of early independent Haiti focused on
crop production, land reform, and the unauthorized rural settlements devised by former slaves of the
colonial plantation system. Analyzing the country’s turbulent transition from the most profitable and
exploitative slave colony of the eighteenth century to a relatively free society of small farmers,
Gonzalez narrates the origins of institutions such as informal open-air marketplaces and rural
agrarian compounds known as lakou. Drawing on seldom studied primary sources to contribute to a
growing body of early Haitian scholarship, he argues that Haiti’s legacy of runaway communities
and land conflict was as formative as the Haitian Revolution in developing the country’s
characteristic agrarian, mercantile, and religious institutions.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Haitian Revolution , 2014-09-03 A landmark
collection of documents by the field's leading scholar. This reader includes beautifully written
introductions and a fascinating array of never-before-published primary documents. These treasures
from the archives offer a new picture of colonial Saint-Domingue and the Haitian Revolution. The
translations are lively and colorful. --Alyssa Sepinwall, California State University San Marcos
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Freedom's Mirror Ada Ferrer, 2014-11-28 Studies the
reverberations of the Haitian Revolution in Cuba, where the violent entrenchment of slavery
occurred while slaves in Haiti successfully overthrew the institution.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Sugar and Slaves Richard S. Dunn, 2012-12-01 First
published by UNC Press in 1972, Sugar and Slaves presents a vivid portrait of English life in the
Caribbean more than three centuries ago. Using a host of contemporary primary sources, Richard
Dunn traces the development of plantation slave society in the region. He examines sugar
production techniques, the vicious character of the slave trade, the problems of adapting English
ways to the tropics, and the appalling mortality rates for both blacks and whites that made these
colonies the richest, but in human terms the least successful, in English America. A masterly
analysis of the Caribbean plantation slave society, its lifestyles, ethnic relations, afflictions, and
peculiarities.--Journal of Modern History A remarkable account of the rise of the planter class in the
West Indies. . . . Dunn's [work] is rich social history, based on factual data brought to life by his use



of contemporary narrative accounts.--New York Review of Books A study of major importance. . . .
Dunn not only provides the most solid and precise account ever written of the social development of
the British West Indies down to 1713, he also challenges some traditional historical
cliches.--American Historical Review
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: From Rebellion to Revolution Eugene D. Genovese,
1992-01-01 In perhaps his most provocative book Eugene Genovese examines the slave revolts of the
New World and places them in the context of modern world history. By studying the conditions that
favored these revolts and the history of slave guerrilla warfare throughout the western hemisphere,
he connects the ideology of the revolts to that of the great revolutionary movements of the late
eighteenth century. Genovese argues compellingly that the slave revolts of the New World shaped
the democratic character of contemporary European struggles just as forcefully as European
struggles influenced New World rebellion. The revolts, however, had a different purpose before as
well as after the era of the French Revolution. Before, their goals were restoration of African-type
village communities and local autonomy; after, they merged with larger national and international
revolutionary movements and had profound effect on the shaping of modern world politics.
Toussaint L'Ouverture's brilliant leadership of the successful slave revolt in Saint-Dominique
constitutes, for Genovese, a turning point in the history of slave revolts, and, indeed, in the history of
the human spirit. By claiming for his enslaved brothers and sisters the same right to human dignity
that the French bourgeoisie claimed for itself, Toussiant began the process by which slave uprisings
changed from secessionist rebellions to revolutionary demands for liberty, equality, and justice.
Those who have taken issue with Genovesse before will find little in From Rebellion to Revolution to
change their minds. The book is sure to be widely read, hotly debated, and a major influence on the
way future historians view slavery.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Confronting Black Jacobins Gerald Horne, 2015-10-22
The Haitian Revolution, the product of the first successful slave revolt, was truly world-historic in its
impact. When Haiti declared independence in 1804, the leading powers—France, Great Britain, and
Spain—suffered an ignominious defeat and the New World was remade. The island revolution also
had a profound impact on Haiti’s mainland neighbor, the United States. Inspiring the enslaved and
partisans of emancipation while striking terror throughout the Southern slaveocracy, it propelled the
fledgling nation one step closer to civil war. Gerald Horne’s path breaking new work explores the
complex and often fraught relationship between the United States and the island of Hispaniola.
Giving particular attention to the responses of African Americans, Horne surveys the reaction in the
United States to the revolutionary process in the nation that became Haiti, the splitting of the island
in 1844, which led to the formation of the Dominican Republic, and the failed attempt by the United
States to annex both in the 1870s. Drawing upon a rich collection of archival and other primary
source materials, Horne deftly weaves together a disparate array of voices—world leaders and
diplomats, slaveholders, white abolitionists, and the freedom fighters he terms Black Jacobins.
Horne at once illuminates the tangled conflicts of the colonial powers, the commercial interests and
imperial ambitions of U.S. elites, and the brutality and tenacity of the American slaveholding class,
while never losing sight of the freedom struggles of Africans both on the island and on the mainland,
which sought the fulfillment of the emancipatory promise of 18th century republicanism.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Making of New World Slavery Robin Blackburn,
1997 At the time when European powers colonized the Americas, the institution of slavery had
almost disappeared from Europe itself. Having overcome an institution widely regarded as
oppressive, why did they sponsor the construction of racial slavery in their new colonies? Robin
Blackburn traces European doctrines of race and slavery from medieval times to the early modern
epoch, and finds that the stigmatization of the ethno-religious Other was given a callous twist by a
new culture of consumption, freed from an earlier moral economy. The Making of New World
Slavery argues that independent commerce, geared to burgeoning consumer markets, was the
driving force behind the rise of plantation slavery. The baroque state sought—successfully—to
batten on this commerce, and—unsuccessfully—to regulate slavery and race. Successive chapters of



the book consider the deployment of slaves in the colonial possessions of the Portuguese, the
Spanish, the Dutch, the English and the French. Each are shown to have contributed something to
the eventual consolidation of racial slavery and to the plantation revolution of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. It is shown that plantation slavery emerged from the impulses of civil society
rather than from the strategies of the individual states. Robin Blackburn argues that the
organization of slave plantations placed the West on a destructive path to modernity and that greatly
preferable alternatives were both proposed and rejected. Finally he shows that the surge of Atlantic
trade, premised on the killing toil of the plantations, made a decisive contribution to both the
Industrial Revolution and the rise of the West.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery Daniel Rood,
2017 The Reinvention of Atlantic Slavery shows how, at a moment of crisis after the Age of
Revolutions, ambitious planters in the Upper US South, Cuba, and Brazil forged a new set of
relationships with one another to sidestep the financial dominance of Great Britain and the
northeastern United States. They hired a transnational group of chemists, engineers, and other
plantation experts to assist them in adapting the technologies of the Industrial Revolution to suit
tropical needs and maintain profitability. These experts depended on the know-how of slaves
alongside whom they worked. Bondspeople with industrial craft skills played key roles in the
development of new production technologies like sugar mills. While the very existence of skilled
enslaved workers contradicted the racial ideologies underpinning slavery and allowed black people
to wield new kinds of authority within the plantation world, their contributions reinforced the
economic dynamism of the slave economies of Cuba, Brazil, and the Upper South. When separate
wars broke out in all three locations in the 1860s, the transnational bloc of masters and experts took
up arms to perpetuate the Greater Caribbean they had built throughout the 1840s and 1850s. Slaves
played key wartime roles on the opposing side, helping put an end to chattel slavery. However, the
worldwide racial division of labor that emerged from the reinvented plantation complex has proved
more durable.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Making of Haiti Carolyn E. Fick, 1990 The
present work is an attempt to illustrate the nature and the impact of the popular mentality and
popular movements on the course of revolutionary (and, in part, postrevolutionary) events in
eighteenth-century Saint-Domingue. --pref.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Slavery's Metropolis Rashauna Johnson, 2016-11-07
New Orleans is an iconic city, which was once located at the crossroads of early America and the
Atlantic World. New Orleans became a major American metropolis as its slave population exploded;
in the early nineteenth century, slaves made up one third of the urban population. In contrast to our
typical understanding of rural, localized, isolated bondage in the emergent Deep South, daily
experiences of slavery in New Orleans were global, interconnected, and transient. Slavery's
Metropolis uses slave circulations through New Orleans between 1791 and 1825 to map the social
and cultural history of enslaved men and women and the rapidly shifting city, nation, and world in
which they lived. Investigating emigration from the Caribbean to Louisiana during the Haitian
Revolution, commodity flows across urban-rural divides, multiracial amusement places, the local jail,
and freedom-seeking migrations to Trinidad following the War of 1812, it remaps the history of
slavery in modern urban society.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Rethinking Slave Rebellion in Cuba Aisha K. Finch,
2015-05-21 Envisioning La Escalera--an underground rebel movement largely composed of Africans
living on farms and plantations in rural western Cuba--in the larger context of the long emancipation
struggle in Cuba, Aisha Finch demonstrates how organized slave resistance became critical to the
unraveling not only of slavery but also of colonial systems of power during the nineteenth century.
While the discovery of La Escalera unleashed a reign of terror by the Spanish colonial powers in
which hundreds of enslaved people were tortured, tried, and executed, Finch revises
historiographical conceptions of the movement as a fiction conveniently invented by the Spanish
government in order to target anticolonial activities. Connecting the political agitation stirred up by



free people of color in the urban centers to the slave rebellions that rocked the countryside, Finch
shows how the rural plantation was connected to a much larger conspiratorial world outside the
agrarian sector. While acknowledging the role of foreign abolitionists and white creoles in the
broader history of emancipation, Finch teases apart the organization, leadership, and effectiveness
of the black insurgents in midcentury dissident mobilizations that emerged across western Cuba,
presenting compelling evidence that black women played a particularly critical role.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: An Islandwide Struggle for Freedom Graham T.
Nessler, 2016
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Slaves Who Defeated Napoleon Philippe R.
Girard, 2011-11-02 In this ambitious book, Girard employs the latest tools of the historian's craft,
multi-archival research in particular, and applies them to the climactic yet poorly understood last
years of the Haitian Revolution. Haiti lost most of its archives to neglect and theft, but a substantial
number of documents survive in French, U.S., British, and Spanish collections, both public and
private. In all, this book relies on contemporary military, commercial, and administrative sources
drawn from nineteen archives and research libraries on both sides of the Atlantic.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Abolitionism and Imperialism in Britain, Africa, and the
Atlantic Derek R. Peterson, 2010-01-05 The abolition of the slave trade is normally understood to be
the singular achievement of eighteenth-century British liberalism. Abolitionism and Imperialism in
Britain, Africa, and the Atlantic expands both the temporal and the geographic framework in which
the history of abolitionism is conceived. Abolitionism was a theater in which a variety of
actors—slaves, African rulers, Caribbean planters, working-class radicals, British evangelicals,
African political entrepreneurs—played a part. The Atlantic was an echo chamber, in which
abolitionist symbols, ideas, and evidence were generated from a variety of vantage points. These
essays highlight the range of political and moral projects in which the advocates of abolitionism
were engaged, and in so doing it joins together geographies that are normally studied in isolation.
Where empires are often understood to involve the government of one people over another,
Abolitionism and Imperialism shows that British values were formed, debated, and remade in the
space of empire. Africans were not simply objects of British liberals’ benevolence. They played an
active role in shaping, and extending, the values that Britain now regards as part of its national
character. This book is therefore a contribution to the larger scholarship about the nature of modern
empires. Contributors: Christopher Leslie Brown, Seymour Drescher, Jonathon Glassman, Boyd
Hilton, Robin Law, Phillip D. Morgan, Derek R. Peterson, John K. Thornton
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Rituals, Runaways, and the Haitian Revolution Crystal
Nicole Eddins, 2021-10-28 A new analysis of the origins of the Haitian Revolution, revealing the
consciousness, solidarity, and resistance that helped it succeed.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: The Oxford Handbook of Slavery in the Americas
Robert L. Paquette, Mark Michael Smith, 2016-01-28 A series of penetrating, original, and
authoritative essays on the history and historiography of the institution of slavery in the New World,
written by a team of leading international contributors.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Caribbean Slavery in the Atlantic World Verene
Shepherd, 2000 This volume reflects the main themes of research and publications on the sociology
and economics of slavery, illustrating the dynamic relations between modes of production and social
life. There is a focus on anti-slavery consciousness and politics.
  slave revolution in the caribbean pdf: Sugar and Slavery Richard B. Sheridan, 1994 This
book covers the changing preference of growing sugar rather than tobacco which had been the
leading crop in the trans-Atlantic colonies. The Sugar Islands were Antigua, Barbados, St.
Christopher, Dominica, and Cuba through Trinidad. Jamaica has been by far the major producer of
sugar, but The Lesser Antilles had the advantage of a shorter sea trip to deliver produce and rum to
the European Markets during the 18th and 19th Centuries.
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