
the drama of the gifted child pdf
the drama of the gifted child pdf has become a pivotal resource in understanding the
complex emotional and psychological development of children who appear exceptionally
talented or mature. This influential book by Alice Miller explores the hidden struggles and
emotional wounds experienced by gifted children, particularly those who adapt themselves
to meet parental expectations at the expense of their own authentic feelings. For readers
seeking a comprehensive insight into the subject, the drama of the gifted child pdf offers
an accessible way to delve into Miller’s groundbreaking theories. This article provides an
in-depth overview of the book’s core themes, psychological implications, and the relevance
of the drama of the gifted child pdf in contemporary psychological and educational
contexts. Additionally, the discussion includes how this work has influenced therapy,
parenting approaches, and education strategies. The following sections will cover the
background of the book, its main psychological concepts, the significance of emotional
repression, and practical applications for professionals and caregivers.
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The Role of Emotional Repression and Childhood Trauma

Impact on Adult Psychological Health

Therapeutic Approaches Inspired by the Book

Relevance for Educators and Parents

Introduction to The Drama of the Gifted Child
The drama of the gifted child pdf is a seminal work authored by Swiss psychoanalyst Alice
Miller, originally published in 1979. The book addresses the emotional challenges faced by
children who are considered gifted not only in intellectual capacities but also in emotional
sensitivity and maturity. Miller argues that such children often develop a false self to
comply with their caregivers’ expectations, masking their true feelings and needs to gain
approval and love. This phenomenon leads to a profound internal conflict that can
manifest in various psychological difficulties during adulthood. The drama of the gifted
child pdf has been widely distributed due to its profound impact on understanding
childhood emotional neglect and its long-lasting effects. This introduction sets the
foundation for exploring the major psychological themes and implications discussed within
the text.



Core Psychological Themes Explored
Alice Miller’s work explores multiple psychological themes central to the drama of the
gifted child pdf. The core idea revolves around the concept that gifted children, in an
attempt to secure parental approval, suppress their authentic emotions and needs. This
suppression results in the formation of a “false self” that operates as a protective
mechanism but ultimately leads to emotional disconnection and trauma. The book also
delves into the dynamics of parental narcissism and emotional manipulation, highlighting
how these factors contribute to the child’s internal struggles.

False Self vs. True Self
The drama of the gifted child pdf extensively discusses the distinction between the false
self and the true self. The false self is constructed by the child to meet external
expectations and avoid rejection, while the true self represents the child’s genuine
feelings, desires, and identity. This conflict causes emotional pain and confusion, often
carrying into adulthood as difficulty in self-expression and forming authentic relationships.

Parental Expectations and Emotional Neglect
The book emphasizes the damaging effects of parental expectations that prioritize
achievement or behavior over emotional well-being. Miller asserts that children who feel
unseen or emotionally neglected due to these unrealistic demands may develop feelings of
unworthiness and shame. The drama of the gifted child pdf sheds light on how such
neglect can be subtle yet profoundly impactful, shaping the child’s psychological
development.

The Role of Emotional Repression and Childhood
Trauma
Emotional repression is a central theme in the drama of the gifted child pdf, where the
author explains how gifted children learn to hide their pain and vulnerability to survive
emotionally challenging environments. This repression often stems from childhood
trauma, which may not always be overt but can include neglect, conditional love, or subtle
forms of emotional abuse. The book reveals how these experiences create lasting
psychological wounds.

Mechanisms of Emotional Repression
Children develop emotional repression as a coping strategy when their feelings are
invalidated or punished. The drama of the gifted child pdf describes how this mechanism
leads to dissociation from authentic emotions, causing difficulties in emotional regulation
and self-awareness later in life. Repression also impedes healthy emotional development
and fosters a cycle of internalized pain.



Types of Childhood Trauma Highlighted
While the drama of the gifted child pdf focuses primarily on emotional neglect and
psychological abuse, it also discusses other forms of childhood trauma that can contribute
to the development of the false self. These include:

Parental emotional unavailability

Excessive control or perfectionism imposed by caregivers

Invalidation of the child’s feelings and experiences

Unrealistic expectations leading to chronic stress

Understanding these trauma types is critical to recognizing the root causes of emotional
difficulties in gifted children and adults alike.

Impact on Adult Psychological Health
The drama of the gifted child pdf highlights the long-term consequences of childhood
emotional neglect and repression on adult mental health. Adults who were once “gifted
children” in this psychological sense may struggle with a range of issues including
depression, anxiety, relationship difficulties, and a persistent sense of emptiness or
dissatisfaction. The book underscores that these challenges arise because the false self
created in childhood prevents authentic self-expression and emotional fulfillment.

Common Psychological Symptoms
According to the drama of the gifted child pdf, adults affected by these childhood
dynamics may present with symptoms such as:

Chronic feelings of inadequacy or low self-esteem

Difficulties in forming intimate and trusting relationships

Emotional numbness or detachment

Perfectionism and fear of failure

Substance abuse or other maladaptive coping techniques

Challenges in Therapy and Healing
The false self often complicates therapeutic efforts because individuals may struggle to



identify and express their authentic feelings. The drama of the gifted child pdf serves as a
guide for therapists to understand these dynamics and encourage clients to reconnect
with their true selves. Healing involves confronting repressed emotions and childhood
wounds, a process that requires patience and specialized therapeutic techniques.

Therapeutic Approaches Inspired by the Book
The insights from the drama of the gifted child pdf have significantly influenced
psychotherapeutic approaches, particularly those dealing with childhood trauma,
emotional neglect, and narcissistic family dynamics. Therapists use the book’s concepts to
foster emotional awareness and self-compassion in clients who were conditioned to
suppress their true selves.

Techniques for Reconnecting with the True Self
Therapists inspired by Miller’s work employ various strategies to help individuals
rediscover their authentic emotions and identities. These include:

Encouraging emotional expression through journaling or art therapy1.

Exploring childhood memories and family dynamics in a safe environment2.

Validating feelings that were previously denied or suppressed3.

Developing self-compassion and reducing self-criticism4.

Building boundaries that protect the true self from external pressures5.

Role of Psychoeducation
Educating clients about the drama of the gifted child pdf concepts helps normalize their
experiences and reduces feelings of isolation. Understanding the psychological
mechanisms behind their behaviors and emotions empowers individuals to engage more
fully in the healing process.

Relevance for Educators and Parents
The drama of the gifted child pdf is not only relevant for therapists but also offers critical
lessons for educators and parents. Recognizing the signs of emotional repression and
unmet needs in gifted children can lead to more supportive environments that nurture
both intellectual and emotional growth. The book advocates for a parenting approach that
values emotional validation and authentic connection over achievement alone.



Signs of Emotional Struggles in Gifted Children
Educators and parents should be aware of indicators that a gifted child may be struggling
emotionally, including:

Excessive perfectionism or fear of failure

Withdrawal or social isolation

Difficulty expressing feelings or frequent emotional outbursts

Overcompliance or people-pleasing behavior

Physical symptoms such as headaches or stomachaches without medical cause

Strategies to Support Emotional Health
To foster emotional well-being, the drama of the gifted child pdf encourages caregivers to:

Provide unconditional love and acceptance

Encourage open communication about feelings

Respect the child’s individuality and authentic self

Balance expectations with empathy and understanding

Create safe spaces for emotional exploration and vulnerability

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' about?
'The Drama of the Gifted Child' by Alice Miller explores the emotional struggles of
children who are highly sensitive and talented but feel unseen or unappreciated by their
parents, leading to long-term psychological issues.

Is 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' available as a free
PDF?
While some websites may offer free PDFs, it is important to access 'The Drama of the
Gifted Child' through legitimate sources to respect copyright laws. Purchasing or
borrowing from libraries is recommended.



Who is the author of 'The Drama of the Gifted Child'?
The author of 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' is Alice Miller, a renowned psychologist
known for her work on childhood trauma and its impact on adult life.

Why is 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' considered
important in psychology?
'The Drama of the Gifted Child' is important because it sheds light on how childhood
emotional neglect and the need to please parents can lead to identity issues and emotional
pain in adulthood.

Can 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' PDF help in self-
healing?
Yes, many readers find that 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' offers valuable insights into
childhood wounds, helping them understand their past and begin emotional healing.

Are there summaries available for 'The Drama of the
Gifted Child' PDF?
Yes, there are numerous summaries and analyses available online that condense the key
points of 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' for easier understanding.

What themes are explored in 'The Drama of the Gifted
Child'?
The book explores themes such as childhood trauma, emotional repression, the need for
parental approval, and the long-term effects of emotional neglect.

How does 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' relate to
gifted children today?
'The Drama of the Gifted Child' highlights the emotional challenges gifted children may
face, particularly the pressure to meet parental expectations and the risk of emotional
neglect.

Where can I purchase a legitimate PDF of 'The Drama of
the Gifted Child'?
Legitimate PDFs of 'The Drama of the Gifted Child' can be purchased through official book
retailers like Amazon, Google Books, or directly from the publisher’s website.



Additional Resources
1. The Drama of the Gifted Child: The Search for the True Self by Alice Miller
This seminal work explores the emotional struggles of children who are highly sensitive
and gifted but feel misunderstood or neglected by their parents. Miller delves into how
childhood emotional neglect can lead to difficulties in adulthood, including a loss of
authentic self. The book emphasizes the importance of acknowledging and healing
childhood wounds to achieve emotional well-being.

2. The Body Never Lies: The Lingering Effects of Hurtful Parenting by Alice Miller
In this follow-up to The Drama of the Gifted Child, Miller examines how unresolved
childhood trauma manifests physically and emotionally in adulthood. She discusses the
concept of the “poisonous pedagogy” and how harmful parenting styles can cause deep
psychological damage. The book encourages readers to confront and process past pain to
foster healing.

3. Running on Empty: Overcome Your Childhood Emotional Neglect by Jonice Webb
This book focuses on the often-overlooked concept of childhood emotional neglect and its
impact on adult life. Webb offers insights into recognizing emotional neglect and provides
practical strategies to recover from its effects. It is a compassionate guide for those who
feel a sense of emptiness or disconnection stemming from their upbringing.

4. Adult Children of Emotionally Immature Parents by Lindsay C. Gibson
Gibson’s book helps readers identify emotional immaturity in parents and understand how
it affects their children’s development. The author provides tools to set healthy boundaries
and cultivate self-compassion. This book is valuable for those seeking to heal from
dysfunctional family dynamics and build healthier relationships.

5. The Drama of Being a Child: The Lasting Impact of Early Emotional Experiences by John
Bowlby
Drawing on attachment theory, Bowlby explores how early emotional experiences shape
personality and behavior throughout life. The book discusses the importance of secure
attachments and the consequences of emotional deprivation. It provides a foundational
understanding of the psychological roots of emotional struggles.

6. Healing the Child Within: Discovery and Recovery for Adult Children of Dysfunctional
Families by Charles L. Whitfield
Whitfield offers a comprehensive guide to recognizing and healing the wounded inner
child. The book presents practical exercises and therapeutic approaches for overcoming
the effects of childhood trauma and neglect. It is a compassionate resource for those
seeking emotional recovery and personal growth.

7. Children of the Self-Absorbed: A Grown-Up's Guide to Getting Over Narcissistic Parents
by Nina W. Brown
This book addresses the challenges faced by children of narcissistic and emotionally
unavailable parents. Brown provides strategies to understand and break free from
dysfunctional family patterns. The guide emphasizes self-care and building a healthier
sense of self.

8. The Gifted Adult: A Revolutionary Guide for Liberating Everyday Genius by Mary-Elaine
Jacobsen



Jacobsen explores the unique emotional and psychological challenges gifted adults face,
including sensitivity, perfectionism, and identity struggles. The book offers tools to
embrace giftedness as a strength rather than a burden. It encourages readers to live
authentically and fulfill their potential.

9. Complex PTSD: From Surviving to Thriving by Pete Walker
Walker’s book provides an in-depth look at complex post-traumatic stress disorder, often
stemming from prolonged childhood emotional abuse or neglect. It offers practical advice
on coping mechanisms, emotional regulation, and healing strategies. This resource is
essential for those seeking to understand and overcome deep-rooted trauma.
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The Drama of the Gifted Child: Understanding and
Supporting Exceptionally Bright Minds

Are you raising a child who seems to think, learn, and feel differently? Do you find yourself battling
intense emotions, perfectionism, or underachievement? Are you struggling to understand the unique
challenges your gifted child faces, and feeling overwhelmed by the pressure to "do it right"? You're
not alone. Many parents of gifted children navigate a complex landscape of misunderstood potential,
unmet needs, and emotional turbulence. This book provides the tools and understanding you need to
help your gifted child thrive.

This ebook, "Navigating the Labyrinth: A Parent's Guide to Understanding and Supporting the Gifted
Child," by Dr. Evelyn Reed, offers practical strategies and empathetic guidance to help you:

Introduction: Understanding the spectrum of giftedness and its multifaceted impact.
Chapter 1: The Emotional Rollercoaster: Recognizing and addressing the unique emotional intensity
of gifted children.
Chapter 2: Perfectionism and the Fear of Failure: Helping your child navigate the pressure to excel
and develop a healthy sense of self-worth.
Chapter 3: Underachievement and Boredom: Identifying the root causes and finding engaging
learning opportunities.
Chapter 4: Social and Emotional Challenges: Fostering healthy social skills and emotional
regulation.
Chapter 5: Communication and Collaboration: Building strong communication with your child and
collaborating with educators.
Chapter 6: Nurturing Creativity and Passion: Supporting your child's unique talents and interests.
Chapter 7: Developing Resilience and Self-Advocacy: Equipping your child with the skills to navigate
challenges.
Conclusion: Creating a supportive and nurturing environment for lifelong success.

https://www.registers.wiki/wwu17/the-drama-of-the-gifted-child-pdf.pdf
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# The Drama of the Gifted Child: A Comprehensive Guide for Parents

Introduction: Understanding the Spectrum of
Giftedness

Giftedness isn't a monolithic concept. It's not simply about high IQ scores; it encompasses a wide
range of abilities, talents, and learning styles. A gifted child may excel in academics, arts, music, or
athletics, or demonstrate exceptional creativity, leadership skills, or a deep passion for a specific
area of interest. This diversity is crucial to understand because it means the "drama" experienced by
gifted children manifests differently depending on their unique profile. This introduction serves to
establish a broad understanding of the spectrum of giftedness and lay the groundwork for
addressing the specific challenges explored in subsequent chapters. We will delve into the common
misconceptions surrounding giftedness, emphasizing that it’s not simply a matter of intelligence but
also involves emotional, social, and psychological development. Ignoring these other aspects often
leads to the very "drama" this book aims to address.

Chapter 1: The Emotional Rollercoaster: Recognizing
and Addressing the Intense Emotions of Gifted
Children

Gifted children often experience emotions with heightened intensity. Their advanced cognitive
abilities allow them to process complex information and understand nuances that escape their peers.
This deeper understanding can lead to increased empathy, compassion, and a strong sense of
justice, but it can also result in heightened anxiety, sensitivity, and emotional vulnerability. This
chapter explores the reasons behind this emotional intensity, including:

Asynchronous Development: Gifted children often develop intellectually at a faster pace than their
social and emotional development. This mismatch can lead to feelings of isolation, frustration, and
misunderstanding.
Perfectionism: The drive to excel can manifest as intense pressure to achieve perfection, leading to
anxiety, self-criticism, and a fear of failure. This section will detail strategies for helping children to
redefine success and embrace imperfection.
Overexcitabilities: The concept of overexcitabilities, coined by Dabrowski, describes heightened
sensitivity in various areas, such as psychomotor, sensual, intellectual, imaginational, and emotional.
Understanding these overexcitabilities is key to addressing the intensity of gifted children's
emotional experiences.
Identifying and Managing Intense Emotions: This section will provide practical tools and techniques,
including mindfulness exercises, emotional regulation strategies, and communication skills to help
both parents and children navigate these turbulent emotions. It will emphasize the importance of
validating their feelings and creating a safe space for expression.



Chapter 2: Perfectionism and the Fear of Failure:
Fostering a Healthy Sense of Self-Worth

Perfectionism, while seemingly a positive trait, can be incredibly detrimental to a gifted child's well-
being. The pressure to constantly achieve perfection can lead to anxiety, depression, and a crippling
fear of failure. This chapter explores the roots of perfectionism in gifted children, including:

High Expectations: Gifted children often internalize high expectations from parents, teachers, and
themselves. This section will discuss how to manage these expectations and help children set
realistic goals.
The Fear of Disappointing Others: The intense desire to please can lead to a paralyzing fear of
disappointing loved ones. Strategies for building self-esteem and reducing dependency on external
validation will be provided.
Developing Resilience: This section focuses on building the child's ability to cope with setbacks and
learn from mistakes. This involves fostering a growth mindset and reframing failures as
opportunities for learning and growth.
Strategies for Breaking the Cycle of Perfectionism: Practical strategies, such as goal setting, positive
self-talk, and mindfulness techniques, will be provided to help children break free from the grip of
perfectionism.

Chapter 3: Underachievement and Boredom:
Identifying the Root Causes and Finding Engaging
Learning Opportunities

Ironically, gifted children sometimes underachieve. Boredom, lack of challenge, and feelings of
alienation can lead to disengagement from learning. This chapter explores:

The Dangers of Underachievement: The long-term consequences of underachievement are
discussed, highlighting the importance of early intervention.
Identifying the Root Causes: Exploring the reasons behind underachievement, including lack of
intellectual stimulation, learning disabilities, and emotional factors.
Finding Engaging Learning Opportunities: Strategies for enriching the child’s learning experience,
including advanced coursework, independent study, mentorship programs, and extracurricular
activities, are detailed.
Collaboration with Educators: This section focuses on the crucial role of communication between
parents and educators in ensuring the child's educational needs are met.

Chapter 4: Social and Emotional Challenges: Fostering



Healthy Social Skills and Emotional Regulation

Gifted children may experience social and emotional challenges due to their asynchronous
development and heightened sensitivity. This chapter offers guidance on:

Understanding Social Dynamics: Helping children navigate complex social situations and build
meaningful relationships.
Developing Emotional Intelligence: Teaching children to understand and manage their emotions and
the emotions of others.
Building Empathy and Compassion: Fostering a deep understanding of others' perspectives and
feelings.
Addressing Social Isolation: Strategies for reducing social isolation and helping children connect
with like-minded peers.

Chapter 5: Communication and Collaboration: Building
Strong Communication with Your Child and
Collaborating with Educators

Open communication is vital in supporting a gifted child. This chapter covers:

Effective Communication Strategies: Developing effective listening skills and fostering open
dialogue with your child.
Active Listening Techniques: Learning how to truly understand your child's perspective and validate
their feelings.
Collaborating with Educators: Working effectively with teachers and school administrators to ensure
your child’s needs are met.
Advocating for Your Child: Learning how to advocate for your child’s educational and emotional well-
being within the school system.

Chapter 6: Nurturing Creativity and Passion:
Supporting Your Child's Unique Talents and Interests

Gifted children often possess exceptional creativity and passion. This chapter emphasizes the
importance of:

Identifying and Nurturing Talents: Recognizing and supporting your child's unique strengths and
interests.
Providing Opportunities for Creative Expression: Providing opportunities for exploration and



expression through various mediums.
Encouraging Independent Learning: Promoting self-directed learning and exploration of passions.
Balancing Structured and Unstructured Time: Finding the right balance between structured
activities and free time for exploration.

Chapter 7: Developing Resilience and Self-Advocacy:
Equipping Your Child with the Skills to Navigate
Challenges

Resilience and self-advocacy are crucial skills for navigating life's challenges. This chapter provides
guidance on:

Building Resilience: Developing coping mechanisms and problem-solving skills to navigate setbacks
and adversity.
Promoting Self-Advocacy: Equipping children with the tools to communicate their needs and
advocate for themselves.
Developing a Growth Mindset: Fostering a belief in the power of effort and learning from mistakes.
Building Self-Esteem: Promoting a healthy sense of self-worth independent of external validation.

Conclusion: Creating a Supportive and Nurturing
Environment for Lifelong Success

This concluding chapter summarizes the key takeaways from the book and emphasizes the
importance of creating a supportive and nurturing environment where gifted children can thrive. It
reiterates the significance of understanding the unique challenges faced by gifted children and
highlights the long-term benefits of providing appropriate support and guidance.

---

FAQs

1. What are the signs of a gifted child? Signs vary, but can include advanced language skills, intense
curiosity, rapid learning, advanced problem-solving abilities, and a highly developed sense of
empathy.

2. How can I tell if my child is underachieving? Look for signs of disengagement from schoolwork,



lack of motivation, and a significant discrepancy between potential and actual performance.

3. How can I help my gifted child cope with perfectionism? Focus on effort and progress rather than
outcomes, celebrate small victories, and teach them the importance of self-compassion.

4. What are overexcitabilities? These are heightened sensitivities in various areas (psychomotor,
sensual, intellectual, imaginational, emotional) common in gifted children, leading to intense
emotional experiences.

5. How can I support my child's social and emotional development? Provide opportunities for social
interaction, teach emotional regulation skills, and foster empathy and understanding.

6. How can I communicate more effectively with my gifted child? Practice active listening, validate
their feelings, and create a safe space for open communication.

7. How can I advocate for my child's needs at school? Collaborate with teachers, understand school
policies, and be prepared to explain your child's unique needs and learning styles.

8. What are some resources available for parents of gifted children? There are numerous
organizations and support groups dedicated to supporting gifted children and their families.

9. How can I nurture my child's creativity and passion? Provide opportunities for exploration,
encourage independent learning, and offer support and encouragement for their interests.

Related Articles:

1. Identifying and Nurturing Giftedness in Young Children: Early identification and intervention are
crucial for supporting gifted children's development.

2. The Role of Parents in Supporting Gifted Children: Parents play a vital role in fostering their
child's intellectual and emotional growth.

3. Educational Strategies for Gifted Children: Explore diverse teaching methods and learning
environments to challenge and engage gifted learners.

4. Addressing Social and Emotional Needs of Gifted Children: Focus on building social skills,
emotional regulation, and self-esteem in gifted children.

5. Overcoming Perfectionism in Gifted Children: Strategies to help gifted children break free from
the constraints of perfectionism.

6. Understanding and Addressing Underachievement in Gifted Students: Explore the root causes and
effective interventions for underachieving gifted learners.

7. The Importance of Creativity and Innovation in Gifted Education: Focus on nurturing creativity
and fostering innovative thinking skills in gifted children.



8. Building Resilience and Self-Advocacy in Gifted Children: Equipping gifted children with the skills
to navigate challenges and advocate for their needs.

9. Gifted Education Programs and Resources: An overview of various programs and support systems
available for gifted children.

  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Drama of the Gifted Child , 2008-12-15 This “rare
and compelling” (New York Magazine) bestseller examines childhood trauma and the enduring
effects it has on an individual's management of repressed anger and pain. Why are many of the most
successful people plagued by feelings of emptiness and alienation? This wise and profound book has
provided millions of readers with an answer--and has helped them to apply it to their own lives. Far
too many of us had to learn as children to hide our own feelings, needs, and memories skillfully in
order to meet our parents' expectations and win their love. Alice Miller writes, When I used the word
'gifted' in the title, I had in mind neither children who receive high grades in school nor children
talented in a special way. I simply meant all of us who have survived an abusive childhood thanks to
an ability to adapt even to unspeakable cruelty by becoming numb.... Without this 'gift' offered us by
nature, we would not have survived. But merely surviving is not enough. The Drama of the Gifted
Child helps us to reclaim our life by discovering our own crucial needs and our own truth.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Untouched Key Alice Miller, 2012-05-09 As in her
former books, Alice Miller again focusses on facts. She is as determined as ever to cut through the
veil that, for thousands of years now, has been so meticulously woven to shroud the truth. And when
she lifts that veil and brushes it aside, the results are astonishing, as is amply demonstrated by her
analyses of the works of Nietzsche, Picasso, Kollwitz, Keaton and others. With the key shunned by so
many for so long - childhood - she opens rusty looks and offers her readers a wealth of unexpected
perspectives.What did Picasso express in Guernica? Why did Buster Keaton never smile? Why did
Nietzsche heap so much opprobrium on women and religion, and lose his mind for eleven years?
Why did Hitler and Stalin become tyrannical mass murderers? Alice Miller investigates these and
other questions thoroughly in this book. She draws from her discoveries the conclusion that human
beings are not innately destructive, that they are made that way by ignorance, abuse, and neglect,
particularly if no sympathetic witness comes to their aid. She also shows why some mistreated
children do not become criminals but instead bear witness as artists to the truth about their
childhoods, even though in purely intuitive and unconscious ways.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The True Drama of the Gifted Child Martin Miller,
2018-04-13 The ,,true Drama of the Gifted Child is a biography of the famous childhood researcher
Alice Miller. As her son and as an experienced psychotherapist I discovered the secret who Alice
Miller really was. My mother always cared that nothing of her private life got public. She created a
fictional character in her books and in mine she gets a real person, a man of flesh and blood.It's also
my history because I describe, how it is when you are faced, as a child and in second generation,
with the not coped post-war trauma of your parents.Alice Miller created a mother image in her
books she never complied. My book shows what happens when you do not overcome your traumas
and you pass them on the next generation. The book is also a concrete application of Alice Miller's
theory. It shows how you can overcome the terrible legacy of your parents in a therapeutical way.I
can release myself of the filial involvement with my parents by having elaborated my own biography.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Thou Shalt Not Be Aware Alice Miller, 1998-10-15 A
strong criticism of Sigmund Freud’s research regarding sexually abused children, from the
bestselling author of The Drama of the Gifted Child. Originally published in 1984, Thou Shalt Not Be
Aware explodes Freud’s notions of “infantile sexuality” and helps to bring to the world’s attention
the brutal reality of child abuse, changing forever our thoughts of “traditional” methods of
child-rearing. Dr. Alice Miller exposes the harsh truths behind children’s “fantasies” by examining
case histories, works of literature, dreams, and the lives of such people as Franz Kafka, Virginia



Woolf, Gustave Flaubert, and Samuel Beckett. Now with a new preface by Lloyd de Mause and a new
introduction by the author, Thou Shalt Not Be Aware continues to bring an essential understanding
to the confrontation and treatment of the devastating effects of child abuse. Praise for Thou Shalt
Not Be Aware “Epoch-making . . . Alice Miller’s courage, warmth, experienced intuition and candor
yield fascinating insights.” —The Boston Globe “A provocative critique of traditional therapy’s view
of childhood . . . This is explosive stuff. I can’t imagine anyone coming away from this book without
several newfound discoveries about herself and her relation to her parents.” —Glamour “Thou Shalt
Not Be Aware is that rarest of gems, a highly creative and exciting work which throws a
multifaceted light upon the development of human nature in the Western World.” —Ashley Montagu
“Alice Miller is not out to “hang the bastards,” but rather to help create a world of self-conscious and
self-loving individuals who don’t need, want or know how to abuse others.” —San Francisco
Chronicle “It is timely. It is powerful. It is painful . . . absorbing, enlightening and provoking.”
—Charlotte Observer
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Truth Will Set You Free Alice Miller, 2007-03-21 More
than twenty years ago, a little-known Swiss psychoanalyst wrote a book that changed the way many
people viewed themselves and their world. In simple but powerful prose, the deeply moving Drama
of the Gifted Child showed how parents unconsciously form and deform the emotional lives of their
children. Alice Miller's stories about the roots of suffering in childhood resonated with readers, and
her book soon became a backlist best seller. In The Truth Will Set You Free Miller returns to the
intensely personal tone and themes of her best-loved work. Only by embracing the truth of our past
histories can any of us hope to be free of pain in the present, she argues. Miller uses vivid true
stories to reveal the perils of early-childhood mistreatment and the dangers of mindless obedience to
parental will. Drawing on the latest research on brain development, she shows how spanking and
humiliation produce dangerous levels of denial, which leads in turn to emotional blindness and to
mental barriers that cut off awareness and the ability to learn new ways of acting. If this cycle
repeats itself, the grown child will perpetrate the same abuse on later generations -- a message
vitally important, especially given the increasing popularity of programs like Tough Love and of child
disciplinarians like James Dobson. The Truth Will Set You Free will provoke and inform all readers
who want to know Alice Miller's latest thinking on this important subject.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Free from Lies: Discovering Your True Needs Alice
Miller, 2010-06-07 A clarion call from one of the great psychological mins of our time. Saybrook
Graduate School and Research Center, San Francisco --
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: For Your Own Good Alice Miller, 2002-11-14 For Your
Own Good, the contemporary classic exploring the serious if not gravely dangerous consequences
parental cruelty can bring to bear on children everywhere, is one of the central works by Alice
Miller, the celebrated Swiss psychoanalyst. With her typically lucid, strong, and poetic language,
Miller investigates the personal stories and case histories of various self-destructive and/or violent
individuals to expand on her theories about the long-term affects of abusive child-rearing. Her
conclusions—on what sort of parenting can create a drug addict, or a murderer, or a Hitler—offer
much insight, and make a good deal of sense, while also straying far from psychoanalytic dogma
about human nature, which Miller vehemently rejects. This important study paints a shocking
picture of the violent world—indeed, of the ever-more-violent world—that each generation helps to
create when traditional upbringing, with its hidden cruelty, is perpetuated. The book also presents
readers with useful solutions in this regard—namely, to resensitize the victimized child who has
been trapped within the adult, and to unlock the emotional life that has been frozen in repression.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Serving the Gifted Steven I. Pfeiffer, 2013 First Published
in 2013. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Little Platoons Matt Feeney, 2021-03-09 This eye-opening
book brilliantly explores the true roots of over-parenting, and makes a case for the vital importance
of family life. Parents naturally worry about the future. They want to prepare their children to
compete in an uncertain world. But often, argues political philosopher and father of three Matt



Feeney, today's worried parents surrender their family's autonomy to gain a leg up in this
competition. In the American ideal, family life is a sacred and private sphere, distinct from the
outside world. But in our hypercompetitive times, Feeney shows, parents have become increasingly
willing to let the inner life of the family be colonized by outside forces that promise better futures for
their kids: prestigious preschools, educational technologies, youth sports leagues, a multitude of
enrichment activities, and -- most of all -- college. A provocative, eye-opening book for any parent
who suspects their kids' stuffed schedules are not serving their best interests, Little Platoons calls us
to rediscover the distinctive, profound solidarity of family life.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: My Children! My Africa! (TCG Edition) Athol Fugard,
1993-01-01 The search for a means to an end to apartheid erupts into conflict between a black
township youth and his old-fashioned black teacher.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: From Rage to Courage: Answers to Readers' Letters Alice
Miller, 2009-10-12 Collects therapeutic answers to hundreds of reader letters, in a volume that
explores the controversial connection between childhood trauma and physical illness, drug use,
crime, and future cycles of abuse.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Why Don't Students Like School? Daniel T. Willingham,
2009-06-10 Easy-to-apply, scientifically-based approaches for engaging students in the classroom
Cognitive scientist Dan Willingham focuses his acclaimed research on the biological and cognitive
basis of learning. His book will help teachers improve their practice by explaining how they and
their students think and learn. It reveals-the importance of story, emotion, memory, context, and
routine in building knowledge and creating lasting learning experiences. Nine, easy-to-understand
principles with clear applications for the classroom Includes surprising findings, such as that
intelligence is malleable, and that you cannot develop thinking skills without facts How an
understanding of the brain's workings can help teachers hone their teaching skills Mr. Willingham's
answers apply just as well outside the classroom. Corporate trainers, marketers and, not least,
parents -anyone who cares about how we learn-should find his book valuable reading. —Wall Street
Journal
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Gifted School Bruce Holsinger, 2020-06-30 INSTANT
NATIONAL BESTSELLER Wise and addictive... The Gifted School is the juiciest novel I've read in
ages... a suspenseful, laugh-out-loud page-turner and an incisive inspection of privilege, race and
class. –J. Courtney Sullivan, author of Friends and Strangers, in The New York Times Smart and
juicy, a compulsively readable novel about a previously happy group of friends and parents that is
nearly destroyed by their own competitiveness when an exclusive school for gifted children opens in
the community, from the author of The Displacements This deliciously sharp novel captures the
relentless ambitions and fears that animate parents and their children in modern America, exploring
the conflicts between achievement and potential, talent and privilege. Set in the fictional town of
Crystal, Colorado, The Gifted School is a keenly entertaining novel that observes the drama within a
community of friends and parents as good intentions and high ambitions collide in a pile-up with
long-held secrets and lies. Seen through the lens of four families who've been a part of one another's
lives since their kids were born over a decade ago, the story reveals not only the lengths that some
adults are willing to go to get ahead, but the effect on the group's children, sibling relationships,
marriages, and careers, as simmering resentments come to a boil and long-buried, explosive secrets
surface and detonate. It's a humorous, keenly observed, timely take on ambitious parents, willful
kids, and the pursuit of prestige, no matter the cost.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Explosive Child Ross W. Greene, 2005 Provides a
sensitive, practical approach to managing a child's severe noncompliance. temper outbursts and
verbal or physical aggression at home and school. May also be useful for parents of children with
oppositional defiant disorder (ODD).
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Tale of Despereaux Kate DiCamillo, 2009-09-08 A
brave mouse, a covetous rat, a wishful serving girl, and a princess named Pea come together in Kate
DiCamillo's Newbery Medal–winning tale. Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who



is in love with music, stories, and a princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro,
who lives in the darkness and covets a world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a
slow-witted serving girl who harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three characters are about to
embark on a journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle,
and, ultimately, into each other's lives. What happens then? As Kate DiCamillo would say: Reader, it
is your destiny to find out. With black-and-white illustrations and a refreshed cover by Timothy Basil
Ering.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Lost Childhoods Gregory J. Jurkovic, 2014-06-17
Parentification - the assumption of responsibility for the welfare of family members by children and
adolescents - is increasing as a result of various forces both inside and outside of the family.
Evidence suggests that pathological parentification of children has serious consequences for them,
and for succeeding generations, as do other forms of maltreatment.; This work is an exploration of
the forces at work in families with parentified children - and the treatment strategies that hold the
promise of interrupting a cycle of destructive behaviour.; The author begins by guiding the reader
from conceptualization to possible causes and manifestations of parentification, facilitating a clear
understanding of how and why this scenario is common. The second part of the book builds on this
foundation to introduce methods of assesment, treatment, and prevention. This part of the text
includes insights into the professional, ethical and personal challenges faced by therapists who
themselves have a history of pathological parentification.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Incurable Romantic Frank Tallis, 2019-02-07 'Frank
Tallis brings a lifetime's clinical experience and wise reflection to a condition that, by its own
strange routes, leads us into the very heart of love itself. This is a brilliant, compelling book' Ian
McEwan Love is a great leveller. Everyone wants love, everyone falls in love, everyone loses love,
and everyone knows something of love's madness. But the experience of obsessive love is no trivial
matter. In the course of his career psychologist Dr Frank Tallis has treated many unusual patients,
whose stories have lessons for all of us. A barristers' clerk becomes convinced that her dentist has
fallen in love with her and they are destined to be together for eternity; a widow is visited by the
ghost of her dead husband; an academic is besotted with his own reflection; a beautiful woman
searches jealously for a rival who isn't there; and a night porter is possessed by a lascivious demon.
These are just some of the people whom we meet in an extraordinary and original book that explores
the conditions of longing and desire - true accounts of psychotherapy that take the reader on a
journey through the darker realms of the amorous mind. Drawing on the latest scientific research
into the biological and psychological mechanisms underlying romance and emotional attachment,
The Incurable Romantic demonstrates that ultimately love dissolves the divide between what we
judge to be normal and abnormal.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Prisoners Of Childhood-reissue Alice Miller, 1996-07-04
The “drama” of the gifted—i.e., sensitive, alert—child consists of his recognition at a very early age
of his parents' needs and of his adaptation to those needs. In the process, he learns to repress rather
than to acknowledge his own intense feelings because they are unacceptable to his parents.
Although it will not always be possible to avoid these “ugly” feelings (anger, indignation, despair,
jealousy, fear) in the future, they will split off, and the most vital part of the “true self” (a key phrase
in Alice Miller's works) will not be integrated into the personality. This leads to emotional insecurity
and loss of self, which are revealed in depression or concealed behind a facade of grandiosity.Alice
Miller defines the ideal state of genuine vitality, of free access to the true self and to authentic
individual feelings that have their roots in childhood, as “healthy narcissism.” Narcissistic
disturbances, on the other hand, represent for her solitary confinement of the true self within the
prison of the false self. This is regarded less as an illness than as a tragedy.The examples Alice
Miller presents make us aware of the child's unarticulated suffering and of the tragedy of parents
who are unavailable to their children—the same parents who, when they were children, were
available to fill their parents' needs. In her psychoanalytical work, Dr. Miller found that her patients'
ability to experience authentic feelings, especially feelings of sadness, had been for the most part



destroyed; it was her task to help her patients try to regain that long-lost capacity for genuine
feelings that is the source of natural vitality. Many people who have read her books have discovered
within themselves for the first time in their lives the little child they once were. This may explain the
unusually strong and deep reactions Alice Miller's books have evoked in so many readers from
different countries. The Drama of the Gifted Child and the Search for the True Self is the original
title of the book, which was published in Germany.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Process of Education, Revised Edition Jerome S.
BRUNER, 2009-06-30 Jerome Bruner shows that the basic concepts of science and the humanities
can be grasped intuitively at a very early age. Bruner's foundational case for the spiral curriculum
has influenced a generation of educators and will continue to be a source of insight into the goals
and methods of the educational process.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved
Apollo 13 Helaine Becker, 2018-06-19 Learn how Katherine Johnson saved Apollo 13.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Hereditary Genius Sir Francis Galton, 1870
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Primary Drama Handbook Patrice Baldwin,
2008-10-07 ′This Primary Drama Handbook offers much more than just a few useful tips on how to
use drama in the primary school. It moves way beyond the more well-known basic drama strategies
to present comprehensive, up-to-date picture of the role drama can play within the primary
curriculum′ - English Drama Media This book helps professionals to understand the importance and
potential of drama for learning and offers step by step practical examples of how drama can work in
schools across a range of curriculum subjects. Drama motivates children and is a powerful way of
building skills such as speaking and listening, enhancing children′s self-esteem, and connecting
learning creatively across the curriculum. The book presents information, advice and a range of
practical material that helps to explain drama skills and strategies at an introductory level. It also
contains a sample drama unit for each year group. This book covers a wealth of topics, including: -
What do we mean by drama? - Playing, players and plays - Where is drama in the curriculum? - Why
is drama important ? - Where and when can drama happen in schools? - What is the role of the
adult? - How can we start drama? - Agreeing a Drama Contract - Introducing some basic drama
strategies - How to plan a drama lesson - What happens if.... A section that gives short answers to
common questions asked by those who are new to working with classes of children doing drama. The
book is ideal for primary NQTs and teaching assistants, as well as those more experienced teachers
who are not yet confident using drama techniques and whole class drama. Patrice Baldwin is Adviser
for Arts Development and Improvement, with Norfolk County Council Children′s Services and Chair
of National Drama.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Body Never Lies: The Lingering Effects of Cruel
Parenting Alice Miller, 2006-07-25 This is an empowering work from a world-renowned
psychoanalyst that enables readers to come to terms with their repressed emotions and break the
cycle of violence.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Healing Developmental Trauma Laurence Heller, Ph.D.,
Aline LaPierre, Psy.D., 2012-09-25 This “well-organized, valuable” guide draws from somatic-based
psychotherapy and neuroscience to offer “clear guidance” for coping with childhood trauma (Peter
Levine, author of Waking the Tiger and In an Unspoken Voice). Although it may seem that people
suffer from an endless number of emotional problems and challenges, Laurence Heller and Aline
LaPierre maintain that most of these can be traced to five biologically based organizing principles:
the need for connection, attunement, trust, autonomy, and love-sexuality. They describe how early
trauma impairs the capacity for connection to self and others and how the ensuing diminished
aliveness is the hidden dimension that underlies most psychological and many physiological
problems. Heller and LaPierre introduce the NeuroAffective Relational Model® (NARM), a method
that integrates bottom-up and top-down approaches to regulate the nervous system and resolve
distortions of identity such as low self-esteem, shame, and chronic self-judgment that are the
outcome of developmental and relational trauma. While not ignoring a person’s past, NARM



emphasizes working in the present moment to focus on clients’ strengths, resources, and resiliency
in order to integrate the experience of connection that sustains our physiology, psychology, and
capacity for relationship.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Mis-education of the Negro Carter Godwin Woodson,
1969
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Multicultural Children's Literature Donna E. Norton,
2009 With the growing number of ethnic minority students in public schools, it is very important for
teachers, librarians, and all those who work with children to have an understanding of appropriate
multicultural literature. This book and the literature selections are designed to develop heightened
sensitivity and understanding of people from various cultures and traditions through the selection of
carefully chosen literature. It includes a balance of research about the culture and the literature, a
discussion of authentic literature for students from early childhood through young adults, and
teaching activities designed to develop higher cognitive abilities. The book uses a unique five-phase
approach for the study of multicultural literature that has been field tested.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Dork Diaries 9 Rachel Renée Russell, 2015-06-02
Springtime brings crazy adventures to Nikki and her friends Chloe, Zoey, and Brandon.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-ability
Classrooms Carol A. Tomlinson, 2001 Offers a definition of differentiated instruction, and provides
principles and strategies designed to help teachers create learning environments that address the
different learning styles, interests, and readiness levels found in a typical mixed-ability classroom.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Childism Elisabeth Young-Bruehl, 2012-01-10 The author
exposes American society's prejudice against its children--from corporal punishment and an
uncaring foster care system to the pressure placed on children to support one parent or another in a
divorce--and the harm it causes them.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: A Nation Deceived Nicholas Colangelo, 2004
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Encyclopedia of Giftedness, Creativity, and Talent
Barbara Kerr, 2009-06-17 The three-volume Encyclopedia of Giftedness, Creativity, and Talent
presents state-of-the-art research and ready-to-use facts from the fields of education, psychology,
sociology, and the arts.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Mental and Physical Traits of a Thousand Gifted
Children Lewis Madison Terman, 1925
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Talent Code Daniel Coyle, 2009-04-28 What is the
secret of talent? How do we unlock it? This groundbreaking work provides readers with tools they
can use to maximize potential in themselves and others. Whether you’re coaching soccer or teaching
a child to play the piano, writing a novel or trying to improve your golf swing, this revolutionary
book shows you how to grow talent by tapping into a newly discovered brain mechanism. Drawing
on cutting-edge neurology and firsthand research gathered on journeys to nine of the world’s talent
hotbeds—from the baseball fields of the Caribbean to a classical-music academy in upstate New
York—Coyle identifies the three key elements that will allow you to develop your gifts and optimize
your performance in sports, art, music, math, or just about anything. • Deep Practice Everyone
knows that practice is a key to success. What everyone doesn’t know is that specific kinds of practice
can increase skill up to ten times faster than conventional practice. • Ignition We all need a little
motivation to get started. But what separates truly high achievers from the rest of the pack? A
higher level of commitment—call it passion—born out of our deepest unconscious desires and
triggered by certain primal cues. Understanding how these signals work can help you ignite passion
and catalyze skill development. • Master Coaching What are the secrets of the world’s most effective
teachers, trainers, and coaches? Discover the four virtues that enable these “talent whisperers” to
fuel passion, inspire deep practice, and bring out the best in their students. These three elements
work together within your brain to form myelin, a microscopic neural substance that adds vast
amounts of speed and accuracy to your movements and thoughts. Scientists have discovered that
myelin might just be the holy grail: the foundation of all forms of greatness, from Michelangelo’s to



Michael Jordan’s. The good news about myelin is that it isn’t fixed at birth; to the contrary, it grows,
and like anything that grows, it can be cultivated and nourished. Combining revelatory analysis with
illuminating examples of regular people who have achieved greatness, this book will not only change
the way you think about talent, but equip you to reach your own highest potential.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Handbook of Research on Software for Gifted and
Talented School Activities in K-12 Classrooms Ikuta, Shigeru, 2019-12-27 As technology
continues to play a pivotal role in society, education is a field that has become heavily influenced by
these advancements. New learning methods are rapidly emerging and being implemented into
classrooms across the world using software that is low cost and easy to handle. These tools are
crucial in creating skillful learning techniques in classrooms, yet there is a lack of information and
research on the subject. The Handbook of Research on Software for Gifted and Talented School
Activities in K-12 Classrooms is an essential reference source that discusses newly developed but
easy-to-handle and less costly software and tools and their implementation in real 21st-century
classrooms worldwide. The book also helps and supports teachers to conduct gifted and talented
school activities in K-12 classrooms. Featuring research on topics such as educational philosophy
and skillful learning techniques, this book is ideally designed for software developers, educators,
researchers, psychologists, instructional designers, curriculum developers, principals, academicians,
and students seeking coverage on the emerging role that newly developed software plays in early
education.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: You Feel It Just Below the Ribs Jeffrey Cranor, Janina
Matthewson, 2021-11-16 A haunting, provocative novel, You Feel It Just Below the Ribs is a fictional
autobiography in an alternate twentieth century that chronicles one woman’s unusual life, including
the price she pays to survive and the cost her choices hold for the society she is trying to save. Born
at the end of the old world, Miriam grows up during The Great Reckoning, a sprawling, decades-long
war that nearly decimates humanity and strips her of friends and family. Devastated by grief and
loneliness, she emotionally exiles herself, avoiding relationships or allegiances, and throws herself
into her work—disengagement that serves her when the war finally ends, and The New Society
arises. To ensure a lasting peace, The New Society forbids anything that may cause tribal loyalties,
including traditional families. Suddenly, everyone must live as Miriam has chosen to—disconnected
and unattached. A researcher at heart, Miriam becomes involved in implementing this detachment
process. She does not know it is the beginning of a darkly sinister program that will transform this
new world and the lives of everyone in it. Eventually, the harmful effects of her research become too
much for Miriam, and she devises a secret plan to destroy the system from within, endangering her
own life. But is her “confession” honest—or is it a fabrication riddled with lies meant to conceal the
truth? A jarring and uncanny tale of loss, trauma, and the power of human connection and
deception, You Feel It Just Below the Ribs is a portrait of a disturbing alternate world eerily within
reach, and an examination of the difficult choices we must make to survive in it.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Removing the Mask Paul D. Slocumb, Ruby K. Payne,
2000-01-01
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Night Bus Hero Onjali Q. Rauf, 2020-10-15 From
Onjali Q. Rauf, the award-winning and best-selling author of The Boy at the Back of the Class, comes
another incredible story, told with humour and heart. 'The boy's an absolute menace.' 'He's a bully.
A lost cause!' 'Why can't he be more like his sister?' I've been getting into trouble for as long I can
remember. Usually I don't mind 'cos some of my best, most brilliant ideas have come from sitting in
detention. But recently it feels like no one believes me about anything - even when I'm telling the
truth! And it's only gotten worse since I played a prank on the old man who lives in the park.
Everyone thinks I'm just a bully. They don't believe I could be a hero. But I'm going to prove them all
wrong... Told from the perspective of a bully, this book explores themes of bullying and
homelessness, while celebrating kindness, friendship and the potential everyone has to change for
the good.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Conceptions of Giftedness Robert J. Sternberg, Janet E.



Davidson, 2005-05-16 This book explores the major conceptions of what it means to be gifted.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: The Poisonwood Bible Barbara Kingsolver, 2009-10-13 New
York Times Bestseller • Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize • An Oprah's Book Club Selection “Powerful . .
. [Kingsolver] has with infinitely steady hands worked the prickly threads of religion, politics, race,
sin and redemption into a thing of terrible beauty.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review The
Poisonwood Bible, now celebrating its 25th anniversary, established Barbara Kingsolver as one of
the most thoughtful and daring of modern writers. Taking its place alongside the classic works of
postcolonial literature, it is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and remarkable
reconstruction over the course of three decades in Africa. The story is told by the wife and four
daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to the
Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need from home, but
soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on African soil.
The novel is set against one of the most dramatic political chronicles of the twentieth century: the
Congo's fight for independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected prime minister, the CIA
coup to install his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order that robs the
fledgling African nation of its autonomy. Against this backdrop, Orleanna Price reconstructs the
story of her evangelist husband's part in the Western assault on Africa, a tale indelibly darkened by
her own losses and unanswerable questions about her own culpability. Also narrating the story, by
turns, are her four daughters—the teenaged Rachel; adolescent twins Leah and Adah; and Ruth May,
a prescient five-year-old. These sharply observant girls, who arrive in the Congo with racial
preconceptions forged in 1950s Georgia, will be marked in surprisingly different ways by their
father's intractable mission, and by Africa itself. Ultimately each must strike her own separate path
to salvation. Their passionately intertwined stories become a compelling exploration of moral risk
and personal responsibility.
  the drama of the gifted child pdf: Creative Drama in the Classroom and Beyond Nellie
McCaslin, 2000 This book pertains to several aspects of drama such as understanding, inspiration,
activities, poetry, plays, stories, etc.
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