
upu tomua o lauga faasamoa

upu tomua o lauga faasamoa are the opening words or phrases used in
traditional Samoan oratory, an essential element of the cultural practice
known as lauga faasamoa. These introductory expressions set the tone,
establish respect, and provide context for the speech that follows. In Samoan
culture, oratory is a revered art form, closely tied to social structure,
customs, and communication within the community. Understanding the
significance, structure, and common examples of upu tomua o lauga faasamoa
provides deeper insight into Samoan heritage and its linguistic artistry.
This article explores the meaning of upu tomua, their role in lauga faasamoa,
and how they contribute to effective traditional speeches. Additionally, it
covers cultural protocols and provides examples that are commonly used in
various formal occasions.
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Meaning and Importance of Upu Tomua o Lauga
Faasamoa
Upu tomua o lauga faasamoa literally translates to "opening words of Samoan
speeches." These introductory words are more than mere greetings; they embody
respect, establish authority, and connect the speaker to their audience and
ancestors. In Samoan oratory, which is a vital aspect of social interaction
and ceremonial occasions, the upu tomua serve as an essential foundation.
They are used to invoke blessings, acknowledge chiefs and guests, and set the
thematic direction of the speech. Without proper upu tomua, a speech may lack
the cultural weight and respect required in formal settings.

The Role of Upu Tomua in Samoan Culture
In Samoan culture, oral tradition is paramount. The upu tomua function as a
bridge between the speaker and the audience, reflecting the speaker’s
knowledge of customs and the respect for the hierarchical structure of Samoan
society. These opening words often include references to genealogy, titles,



and significant historical or spiritual elements. This practice reinforces
communal identity and continuity of tradition.

Why Upu Tomua Are Essential in Lauga
The upu tomua are essential because they:

Establish the speaker’s credentials and authority

Show respect to the audience, especially chiefs (matai) and elders

Set the tone and theme of the speech

Invoke spiritual guidance and blessings

Maintain the structure and flow of traditional oratory

Structure and Elements of Upu Tomua
The structure of upu tomua o lauga faasamoa is deliberate and follows
traditional protocols. The opening part of the speech often includes specific
elements that prepare the listeners for the message to follow. These elements
are carefully chosen and sequenced to reflect respect, authority, and
cultural grounding.

Key Components of Upu Tomua
The key components typically found in upu tomua include:

Salutations and Greetings: Formal greetings acknowledging chiefs,1.
guests, and the community.

Invocation of Blessings: Calling upon deities, ancestors, or spiritual2.
forces for guidance and protection.

Reference to Titles and Genealogy: Identifying the speaker’s lineage and3.
status within the community.

Statement of Purpose: Briefly outlining the intention or theme of the4.
speech.

Transition to Main Speech: Smoothly moving from introduction to the main5.
content.



Language and Style in Upu Tomua
The language used in upu tomua is formal, respectful, and poetic. It often
includes metaphors, proverbs, and allusions to cultural symbols. The delivery
is equally important, requiring the speaker to observe proper tone, pace, and
gestures to reinforce the words’ meaning and impact.

Common Examples of Upu Tomua in Samoan Speeches
There are several traditional phrases and expressions that frequently appear
as upu tomua o lauga faasamoa. These examples are widely recognized and
respected in both local and diasporic Samoan communities.

Traditional Salutations
Common salutations include:


